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Comments
The public review process is intended to allow agencies and the public to provide feedback to the Corps and
Port on the information provided in the Draft Environmental lmpact Statement / Report (DE|5/DEIR). Ptease
submit your comments on the proposed project, atternatives, mitigation measures, and any other
information that may help us prepare a comprehensive Fina[ Environmentat lmpact Statement/ Report for the
San Pedro Waterfront Project. Pubtic comments from community, civic and industry stakeholders can also
be submitted via e-mail at ceqacomments@portla.org. Emails must reference "San Pedro Waterfront
Proiect" in their subiect line and must include a valid mailinq address from the person(s) submittinq the
comment. Your name, address and contact information must also be listed below in order for vour
comment to be accepted into the public record.
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Please drop your comments in the comments box or mail your comments no later than December 8. 2008 to one or
both of the following addresses:

Dr. Spencer D. MacNeil
Senior Project Manager
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, I-os Angeles District
Regulatory Diyision, Ventura Field Office
2151 Alessandro Drive, Suite t l0
Vsntura, CA 93001

Dr. Ralph Appy
Director of Environmental Management
Los Angeles Harbor Department
425 South Palos Verdes Street
San Pedro, CA 90731

COMMENTS: (Please use the revers" side il necessory.)

I Fully Support the Port's "Proposed Proiect".

- | support the Cruise Ship Terminals at the Outer Harbor to receive "State of the Art" Cruise Ships in
Los Angeles as outlined in the Proposed Project.

- | support having a master developer redevelop the entire Ports O' Call Area as outlined in the project.
- | support a continuous 8-mile long waterfront promenade as outlined in the Proposed Project.
- | support new water cuts (the North, Downtown and 7th Street Harbors) and the 7th street pier.
- | support the Town Square, Downtown Civic Fountain, Fisherman's Park and San Pedro Park.
- | support the Deindustrialization of Port Lands as outlined in the Proposed Project.
- | support the Waterfront Red Car Realignment and Extension as outlined in the Proposed Project.
- | support the Expansion and Realignment of Sampson Way and the 7n StreeUsampson Way

intersection lmprovements as outlined in the Proposed Project.
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Please drop your comments in the comments box or mail your comments no later than December 8. 2008 to one or
both of the following addresses:

Dr. Spencer D. MacNeil
Senior Project Manager
U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers, Los Argeles District
Regulatory Division, Vennua Field Office
2151 Alessandro Dnve, Suite 1 10
Ventura, CA 93001

Dr. Ralph Appy
Director of Environmental Management
Los Angeles Harbor Department
425 South Palos Verdes Street
San Pedro. CA 90731

COMMENTS: (Please use the reverse side if necessary.)

I Fully Support the Port's "Proposed Proiect".

I support the Cruise Ship Terminals at the Outer Harbor to receive "State of the Art'' Cruise Shios in
Los Angeles as outlined in the Proposed Project.

I support having a master developer redevelop the entire Ports O' Call Area as outlined in the project.

I support a continuous 8-mile long waterfront prc,menade as outlined in the Proposed Project.
I support new water cuts (the North, Downtown and 7rh Street Harbors) and the 7th street pier.

I support the Town Square, Downtown Civic Fountain, Fisherman's Park and San Pedro Park.
I support the Deindustrialization of Port Lands as outlined in the Proposed Project.
I support the Waterfront Red Car Realignment and Extension as outlined in the Proposed Project.
I support the Expansion and Realignment of Sampson Way and the 7th StreeUsampson Way
intersection lmprovements as outlined in the Proposed Proiect.
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Please drop your comments in the comments box or mail your comments no later than December 8. 2008 to one
both of the following addresses:

Dr. Spencer D. MacNeil
Senior Project Manager
U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers, Los Angeles District
Regulatory Division, Ventura Field Office
215l Alessandro Drive, Suite I l0
Ventura, CA 93001

Dr. Ralph Appy
Drrector of Environmental Management
Los Angeles Harbor Department
425 South Palos Verdes Street
San Pedro, CA 90731
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Please drop your comments in the comments box or mail your comments no later than December 8. 2008 to one
both of the following addresses:

Dr, Spencer D. MacNeil
Senior Project Manager
U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers, Los Angeles District
Regulatory Division, Ventura Field Office
2151 Alessandro Drive, Suite 110
Ventura, CA 93001

Dr. Ralph Appy
Director of Environmental Managemenr
Los Angeles Harbor Department
425 South Palos Verdes Street
San Pedro, CA 90731
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submit your comments on the proposed project, alternatives, mitigation measures, and any other
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Please drop your comments in the comments box or mail your comments no later than DecJ[!gLg-._1008 to one or
both of the following addresses:

Dr, Spencer D. MacNeil
Senior Prqect Manager
U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers, Los Angeles Districl
Regulatory Division, Ventura Field Office
2151 Alessandro Drive, Suite I l0
Ventura, CA 93001

Dr. Ralph Appy
Director of Environmental Management
Los Angeles Harbor Department
425 South Palos Verdes Street
San Pedro, CA 90731
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Ralph G.  Appy
Director of Environ mental Manaqement
Port of Los Angeles
425 W. Palos Verdes St.
San Pedro ,  CA 90731

Re: POLA Waterfront Development DEIR

Dear Mr. Appy:

Thank you for the opportunity to make my comments to the DEIR for the
proposed waterfront development in San Pedro.

I have given a great deal of thought to the content of this letter. I  real ize you
have a dif f icult  job ahead of you to balance the commercial and business needs
of your organization with the impact i t  wi l l  have on the l ives of others. Not
many businesses have such a symbiotic relat ionship with so many people when
it comes to their health, safety, and the quali ty of their l ives.

And yet POLA does have this responsibi l i ty. We know this because despite
recommendations on Port ini t iat ives from Neighborhood Counci ls and PCAC,
your hundreds of thousands of neighbors are not given the power to intervene
even where our health and safety are concerned. l t 's hard to bel ieve given al l
the mandates to reform this practice we have not been able to bui ld a true
working partnership. The road from City Hall  through the Tidelands Trust is not
yet local ly accountable and in this case the ideal of democracy is fai l ing us.

I have talked to many of my neighbors and I can say with certainty that although
they may not stand up at meetings or write letters, they are afraid. Afraid to
speak out because this is a town with generational l ivel ihood t ies to the port.
And yet we l ive with the ever-present fear of how much damage the pol lutants
wil l  affect us and our chi ldren. We keep our windows closed and use our yards
sparingly, knowing we are r isking further exposure. Our chi ldren play in
schoolyards and sports f ields in areas where the air is heavy with industr ial
pol lutants. While we take the brunt, this pol lut ion is so pervasive i t  is spread far
and w ide  in to  the  en t i re  Los  Ange les  bas in .

The Waterfront Development proposal has many laudable features ( including
LEED features and electr ic shutt les) and I don't  know anyone in San pedro who



isn't  in favor of bringing new purpose and l i fe into a languishing visi tor-based
waterfront. The potential there is great, for the Port,  for San Pedro and al l  of
Los Angeles. And yet we know the favored option with major cruise ship berths
in the Outer Harbor and a disconnected, auto tourist f low (both to the ships and
waterfront) not only wil l  add signif icantly to the area's air pol lut ion but doesn't
provide suff icient planning to help our fai l ing downtown benefi t  from the
increased tourist trade. What we do get is increased noise, congestion and
pollut ion.

Mayor Vi l laraigosa knows we have a serious air qual i ty problem: He gave POLA a
mandate to clean i t  up and although I know of the various programs in
development ( including Clean Trucks and cleaner diesel fuel in-harbor) stat ist ics
show air qual i ty st i l l  hasn't  made measurable progress. We cannot understand
why the Port would go ahead with development plans that don't  specif ical ly
mit igate every aspect of increased pol lut ion when POLA has pledged to clean the
air by 2020. As i t  is yourjob is hard enough - so why not prevent an increase in
the first place?

Here are my observations so far:

.  San Pedro Neighborhood Counci ls and PCAC object to the Outer Harbor
berthing of new super-size cruise ships (22 stories) in front of Cabri l lo
Beach.

. The San Pedro Chamber of Commerce objects to aspects of the current
development plan as i t  does not connect to or support our downtown
business distr ict.

.  San Pedro Neighborhood Counci ls, Counci lwoman Hahn, and the
Chamber of Commerce object to the proposed waterfront visi tor parking
location as a waste of valuable land or too far from downtown
bus inesses-

. The current Waterfront Development plans wil l  br ing mil l ions of
addit ional cars streaming into our small  town, clogglng our streets and
adding major pol lut ion to an already pol luted area.

Here are my suggestions, cul led from various meetings and discussions with
others so I 'm sure my voice is not alone:

. Bui ld addit ional berthing for the larger cruise ships in lnner
Harbor area. Outer Harbor Berthing serves the Port and the Cruise
Lines only and does absolutely nothing to benefi t  our community.
This location wil l  overbear the recreational vista and use of Cabri l lo
Beach and restr ict Marina f low. Further, this remote location
disconnects passenger traffic our business district by providing new,
se l f-suff icie nt terminals in s i tu.



Do not build parking structures on valuable waterfront land or far
from SP downtown businesses. Parking far away from the
downtown area would only benefi t  waterfront businesses and events.
Downtown businesses wil l  continue to decl ine. Instead, integrate
pedestrian visitor flow from waterfront to our downtown core.

Come up with a better multi-option solution for increased traffic
so that mil l ions of visi tors don't  add to an already serious air-
pol lut ion problem. Mit igation must include shoft and long-term
plans for satellit€ parking/shuttle programs and work with the City of
L.A. to increase mass transit  options in and out of the waterfront area,
including express service from major transit  points.

We are deeply invested in this area - my husband's family has been here since
1945 and one of our extended family members gave their l i fe in a dock
accident. Famil ies have been here for generations, a unique dist inct ion in the
Los Angeles area. We think San Pedro is a very special place with a wonderful,
vibrant past and the potential to become one of the most admired working
watefront towns in the world.

Please don't  bui ld something that wi l l  be seen twenty years from now as short-
sighted and disposable. We have the planners and technology to suppon a
forward-thin king, innovative mult i-use area (as in the Sustainable Waterfront
Plan) and i t  only takes an open mind to embrace what can and should be a
world-class destination.

Walt Disney envisioned a world of tomorrow in the 1950's and his mult i-bi l l ion
dollar enterprise st i l l  del ights today with the monorai l  and many other creative
innovations. You have bright ideas presented to you by thoughtful,  concerned
professionals who care about the health and viabi l i ty of this region just as much
as you and your col leagues do. Listen and you wil l  f ind the answers. Please.

Sincerely,
t i l
I  n l
I U I

ul,\}--...-
Valen Watson
Resident of San Pedro and mother of S-vear-old Mimi

Spencer D. MacNeil ,
U.S. Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles Distr ict

Antonio Vi l laraigosa
Mayor, Los Angles

Janice Hahn
Counci lwoman, 15'h D ist r ict

Cc:
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Please drop your comments in the comments box or mail your comments no later than December 8. 2008 to one or
both of the foltowing addresses:

Dr. Spencer D. MacNeil
Senior Project Manager
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District
Regulatory Division, Ventura Freld Office
215l Alessandro Drive, Suite 1 10
Ventura, CA 93001

Dr. Ralph Appy
Director of E ,lronmental Management
Los Algeles Harbor Department
425 South Palos Verdes Sheet
San Pedro, CA 90731
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Please drop your comments in the comments box or mail your comments no later than December 8. 2OO8 to one
both of the following addresses:

Dr. Spencer D. MacNeil
Senior Project Manager
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District
Regulatory Division, Ventura Field Otlice
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Ventr,r4 CA 93001
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Director of Environmental Management
Los Angeles Harbor Department
425 South Palos Verdes Street
San Pedro, CA 90731
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