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PREFACE - UPDATE 

In 2013, the LAHD prepared a preliminary engineering design to close roadway segments along 

Fries Avenue and Avalon Boulevard in order to achieve the following objectives: to ensure 

compliance with California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) General Order 135, which limits 

road-crossing blockages due to stopped or switching train cars to 10 minutes; to eliminate vehicle 

delays at the existing railroad crossings, which often last for more than 45 minutes; and to improve 

overall circulation at the Port. As originally proposed, the preliminary design included the closure 

of a 1,337-linear-foot segment of Fries Avenue and a 920-linear-foot segment of Avalon 

Boulevard. Following the release of the original Draft Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration 

(IS/MND), it has also become necessary to close an approximately 280-foot segment of “A” 

Street. 

As a first step in complying with CEQA, the LAHD prepared an IS to determine if the preliminary 

engineering design could cause a significant effect on the environment. The IS determined that 

with the implementation of mitigation measures, as appropriate, all potential impacts resulting 

from the proposed Project could be reduced to a less than significant level. Pursuant to CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15073, the Draft IS/MND was released for a 30-day public review period which 

began on April 4, 2014. The Draft IS/MND was distributed to interested or involved public 

agencies, organizations, and community residents for review. Approximately 115 notices were 

sent to community residents, stakeholder, and local agencies. Additionally, while not required by 

the CEQA Guidelines, the LAHD hosted a public meeting at the Banning’s Landing Community 

Center on April 22, 2014, to present the proposed Project and to receive public comments on the 

Draft IS/MND. The 30-day public review period was initially scheduled to conclude on May 5, 

2014; however, due to the substantial public interest regarding the proposed Project, the LAHD 

extended the public review period for an additional 30 days, concluding on June 4, 2014.  

During the public review period, the LAHD received extensive public comments that the proposed 

Project would prohibit adequate access and circulation within the vicinity of the Project site, 

particularly access from the Wilmington community to the waterfront and to the Banning’s Landing 

Community Center. The Draft IS/MND specified that the roadway closures would not occur until 

after the construction of the South Wilmington Grade Separation Project, a separate project 

intended to provide improved vehicle and pedestrian access to the waterfront. Many commenters 

also expressed concern that the proposed closure of Avalon Boulevard would effectively cut off 

access to Banning’s Landing and other waterfront areas particularly for pedestrians where the 

use of the South Wilmington Grade Separation would result in longer walking distance necessary 

to access the waterfront. A pedestrian bridge was included in the Wilmington Waterfront 

Development Project (WWDP) Final EIR but funding for its design and construction had not been 

secured. As a result of these comments and the need to address and resolve public concerns, 

the LAHD withdrew the Final IS/MND prior to adoption by the LAHD Board of Harbor 

Commissioners. As a result, the document was finalized but never certified by the Board of Harbor 

Commissioners. 



As an update since the original publication of the Draft IS in 2014, the South Wilmington Grade 

Separation Project was completed in April 2015 and is now accessible from Harry Bridges 

Boulevard via the North Access Road, Fries Avenue via the South Access Road, and Pier A 

Street. The bridge eliminates the former conflict between vehicular traffic and two railroad 

crossings along Fries Avenue and Avalon Boulevard, and provides uninterrupted vehicular access 

to the South Wilmington area. The new grade separation facilitates emergency vehicle access, 

eliminates truck queues and traffic delays, and increases pedestrian safety with pedestrian 

sidewalks. The South Wilmington Grade Separation Project also eases access to facilities south 

of Harry Bridges Boulevard, including a new entrance to the TraPac Terminal.   

As previously described, the pedestrian bridge was assessed as a component of the Wilmington 

Waterfront Development Project, which was previously evaluated in a separate EIR certified in 

2009. With this component of the Wilmington Waterfront Development Project, pedestrians would 

have additional access to the waterfront via a pedestrian access bridge from the Avalon Triangle 

Park over the existing tracks to the Wilmington Waterfront Promenade. Construction of the 

pedestrian bridge is now funded and scheduled to begin in 2021-2022 and the bridge will be open 

to the public in 2023, shortly after the proposed roadway segment closures. 

Appendix A includes a complete record of public comments on the Draft IS/MND originally 

released on April 4, 2014 as well as initial LAHD responses to comments, which were prepared 

as part of the Final IS/MND. These comments are being included in the record herein but remain 

in the their original format. As previously described, many concerns raised in 2014 have now been 

addressed with the construction of the South Wilmington Grade Separation Project as well as the 

near-term construction of the pedestrian bridge associated with the Wilmington Waterfront 

Project.  
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10.0 COMMENTS RECEIVED AND RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

 

10.1 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

10.1.1 Public Review 

The public review period for the Draft IS/MND took place for a span of 60 days between April 4, 2014 
and June 4, 2014, which included a 30-day extension granted by the LAHD (see Figure 10-2). An NOIA, 
which noted the availability of the Draft IS/MND for public review, was mailed to agency and elected 
officials, residents, homeowners, and community organizations in the vicinity of the project at the 
beginning of the public review period. The NOIA was printed in both English and Spanish. Copies of the 
NOIA and the Draft IS/MND were provided in hard copy, electronic format, or both. 
 
As previously stated, the Draft IS/MND was circulated for public and agency review for a period of 60 
days from April 4, 2014 to June 4, 2014 and was made available for general public review at the 
following locations: 
 

 Port of Los Angeles Environmental Management Division, 222 W. 6th Street, 10th Floor, San 
Pedro, CA 90731 

 Los Angeles City Library, San Pedro Branch, 931 S. Gaffey Street, San Pedro, CA 90731 

 Los Angeles City Library, Wilmington Branch, 1300 N. Avalon, Wilmington, CA 90744 

 Port of Los Angeles Website. http://www.portoflosangeles.org 
 

10.1.2 Public Meeting 

A Notice of Intent to Adopt a MND for the Avalon and Fries segments closure project (NOIA) was 
released on April 2, 2014, and included information about a public meeting to present the Project and 
Draft IS/MND (see Figure 10-1). This public meeting was held on April 22, 2014 at 6:00pm at the 
Banning’s Landing Community Center (100 E. Water Street, Wilmington, CA). Seventeen people 
attended the meeting and eight people provided their verbal comments (see Comments A through H).  
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Figure 10-1. Notice of Intent to Adopt 
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Figure 10-2. Public Review Period Extension 
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10.2 PUBLIC COMMENTS 

The public review period is a critical part of the CEQA public participation process. It provides the 
opportunity for responsible agencies and interested parties to analyze the proposed Project and provide 
any comments they might have on the adequacy of the environmental document. The responses to 
comments are intended to provide complete explanations to the commenters and to improve the overall 
understanding of the Project.  
 
In addition to the verbal comments received during the April 22, 2014 Public Meeting (see A-H), LAHD 
received 11 individual comment letters/e-mails (see I through S)  and 76 copies of a single form letter 
from 76 different people (see T1-T76) on the Draft IS/MND during the public review period.  Table 10-1 
presents a list of the agencies, individuals and businesses that provided comment letters/e-mails on the 
Draft IS/MND. The LAHD has evaluated the comments on environmental issues received from agencies 
and other interested parties during the 60-day public review period.  The LAHD has prepared a written 
response to each comment pertinent to the adequacy of the environmental analyses contained in the Draft 
IS/MND. A copy of each comment letter received and its corresponding responses are located on the 
following pages.  
 

Table 10-1 
Public Comments Received 

Letter ID Commenter Date 

Verbal Comments 

A Ken Melendez, Wilmington One Goal 4/22/2014 

B Leticia Melendez, Wilmington One Goal 4/22/2014 

C Jesse N. Marquez, Coalition for a Safe Environment 4/22/2014 

D Maria Garibay 4/22/2014 

E Cesar Guerrero, United Way of Los Angeles 4/22/2014 

F Theresa Guerrero 4/22/2014 

G Alma Ortiz 4/22/2014 

H Oscar Ibarra 4/22/2014 

Individual Comment Letters 

I Keith R. Ball, Wilmington One Goal Committee 4/16/2014 

J Ali Poosti, Division Manager, Wastewater Engineering Services 
Division, Bureau of Sanitation, City of Los Angeles 

5/8/2014 

K Susan M. Prichard 5/28/2014 

L Cecilia Moreno, WNC Chair, Wilmington Neighborhood Council 6/3/2014 

M Margaret I. Hernandez, President, Friends of Banning’s Landing 6/4/2014 

N Esther Rae Rendon, Board Member, Banning’s Landing Community 
Center 

6/4/2014 

O Dan Hoffman, Executive Director, Wilmington Chamber of Commerce 6/4/2014 
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Letter ID Commenter Date 

P Jose Anotnio Vallejo, Owner, Guanajuato Meat Markets 6/4/2014 

Q Jesus Gamboa & Fernando Gamboa, Owner, Maya Restaurant 6/4/2014 

R Dominga Pardo, Director, Robert F. Kenney Institute of Community and 
Family Medicine 

6/5/2014 

S Scott Morgan, Director, State Clearinghouse, Governor’s Office of 
Planning and Research 

6/5/20014 

Form Letter 

T1 Rigoberto Alvarado 5/27/2014 

T2 Lupe Lopez 5/27/2014 

T3 Javier Amezcua 5/27/2014 

T4 Rachel Zamora 5/27/2014 

T5 Sheyla Castro 5/27/2014 

T6 Maria Ramirez 5/27/2014 

T7 Josefine Ramirez 5/27/2014 

T8 Lordes Ramirez 5/27/2014 

T9 Gonzalo Hernandez 5/27/2014 

T10 Heriberto Linares 5/27/2014 

T11 Areya Tejada 5/27/2014 

T12 Gabriela Ortiz 5/27/2014 

T13 Maria Beinal 5/27/2014 

T14 Rafael Serrano Arreola 5/27/2014 

T15 Fernando Burgos 5/27/2014 

T16 Erica E. Alvarado 5/27/2014 

T17 Marisol Farias 5/27/2014 

T18 Sergio Garcia 5/27/2014 

T19 Diane Anaya 5/27/2014 

T20 Nancy E. Anaya 5/27/2014 

T21 Sabrina Bonilla 5/27/2014 

T22 Robert Tejada 5/27/2014 

T23 Gloriann Tejada 5/27/2014 

T24 M. Theresa Guerrero 5/27/2014 

T25 Manuel J. N. 1127 Marine Avenue, Wilmington, CA 90744 5/27/2014 

T26 1132 N. Marine Avenue, Wilmington, CA 90744 5/27/2014 

T27 1136 N. Marine Avenue, Wilmington, CA 90744 5/27/2014 

T28 Perla Rocha 5/27/2014 

T29 Ana Flores 5/27/2014 

T30 Enrique Estrada 5/27/2014 

T31 Norma Alcala 5/27/2014 
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Letter ID Commenter Date 

T32 Leonel Lopez 5/27/2014 

T33 Rosanna Salas 5/27/2014 

T34 Kenneth K. Cowan 5/27/2014 

T35 Alicia Nova 5/27/2014 

T36 Manuel Pandino 5/27/2014 

T37 Jorge Serrano 5/27/2014 

T38 Andres Alvarez 5/27/2014 

T39 Andres Alvarez Jr. 5/27/2014 

T40 Antonio G. Alcala 5/27/2014 

T41 Moses Solache 5/27/2014 

T42 1166 McFarland Avenue 5/27/2014 

T43 Guillermo Espinoza 5/27/2014 

T44 Luz Solache 5/27/2014 

T45 Guadalupe Solache 5/27/2014 

T46 Jennifer Solache 5/27/2014 

T47 Trinidad Zavala 5/27/2014 

T48 Jason Partida 5/27/2014 

T49 Lance Richardson 5/27/2014 

T50 Leslie Ferguran 5/27/2014 

T51 Igracio Ortiz 5/27/2014 

T52 Alma R. Ortiz 5/27/2014 

T53 Ken Melendez 5/27/2014 

T54 Leticia Mclendy 5/27/2014 

T55 Keith R. Ball 5/27/2014 

T56 M. Gonzales 5/27/2014 

T57 Steve Salas 5/27/2014 

T58 Priscilla G. Marquez 5/27/2014 

T59 Nyla Olsen 5/27/2014 

T60 Kyle Ross 5/27/2014 

T61 Oscar Ibarra 5/27/2014 

T62 902 Watson, Wilmington, CA 90744 5/27/2014 

T63 Alice Suerero 5/27/2014 

T64 Tony Suerero 5/27/2014 

T65 Anthony Quezada 5/27/2014 

T66 Guadalupe Torrez 5/27/2014 

T67 Mario Peres 5/27/2014 

T68 Oscar Larios 5/27/2014 

T69 Kelly Berrios 5/27/2014 



10.0 Comments Received and Responses to Comments 

 

 

Page 10-8 Avalon and Fries Street Segments Closure Project MND 
August 2014 Los Angeles Harbor Department 

Letter ID Commenter Date 

T70 Claudia Chavez 5/27/2014 

T71 Lorena Chavez 5/27/2014 

T72 Gloria Martinez 5/27/2014 

T73 Ruben Leon 5/27/2014 

T74 Richard Orters 5/27/2014 

T75 Sylvia Guillen 5/27/2014 

T76 Maria D. Orozco 5/27/2014 

 

10.3 MASTER RESPONSES TO KEY TOPICS 

Because the vast majority of comments received raised similar concerns, a set of master responses were 
developed to address common topics in a comprehensive manner. The following master response section 
includes the following topics raised: 

1. Pedestrian and Bicycle Access to Waterfront and Banning’s Landing. 
2. Non-Project IS/MND CEQA Issues 
3. Wilmington Waterfront Project EIR 

Individual responses to all comments received on the Draft IS/MND are presented following the master 
responses and may refer to the master responses in total or in part.  

 
1. Pedestrian and Bicycle Access to Waterfront and Banning’s Landing 

As indicated in Section 2.3 of the IS/MND, the construction schedule for the proposed Project 
segment closures is tied to the opening of the South Wilmington Grade Separation (SWGS) 
Project to ensure adequate access is maintained to the Project area. In other words, the proposed 
street closures of this Project would not occur until after the SWGS Project is completed. 
 
As indicated in Section 4.16 of the IS/MND, there are currently sidewalks on Fries Avenue and 
Avalon Boulevard and a small portion (one block) of bike path on Fries Avenue, from Harry 
Bridges Boulevard to A Street. There are currently no formally designated bike lanes along the 
Project segment of Avalon Boulevard. The proposed Project street segment closures would 
eliminate this existing pedestrian and bicycle access to the waterfront and the Banning’s Landing 
Community Center.  
 
Alternate pedestrian and bicycle access will be provided by the South Wilmington Grade 
Separation, which will be completed as a pre-requisite to initiate the proposed segment closures 
Project. As indicated in Section 4.16 of the IS/MND, based on the latest South Wilmington Grade 
Separation plans, there will be a continuous pedestrian sidewalk from Harry Bridges Boulevard to 
Fries Avenue at the south end of the South Wilmington Grade Separation.  
 



10.0 Comments Received and Responses to Comments 

 

 

Page 10-9 Avalon and Fries Street Segments Closure Project MND 
August 2014 Los Angeles Harbor Department 

While there are no formal bicycle lanes on the new South Wilmington Grade Separation roadway, 
consistent with the California Vehicle Code, the roadway would be available for use by cyclists. 
The construction of the South Wilmington Grade Separation Project will allow for safe access to 
the waterfront, supplementing the Project road segments that are proposed for closure. The South 
Wilmington Grade Separation Project will provide grade-separated vehicular access to all 
facilities south of Harry Bridges Boulevard from a heavily utilized rail line. The safety conflicts 
present along these street segments between pedestrians/cyclists and rail operations will be 
avoided by using the South Wilmington Grade Separation.  

 
2. Non- Project IS/MND CEQA Issues 

In accordance with Section 15088 of the CEQA Guidelines, substantive responses to comments 
that do not address the adequacy of the environmental information and analysis contained in the 
proposed Project Draft IS/MND are not appropriate within the context of CEQA. As such, no 
response to such comments is warranted and no revision to this Final IS/MND is required in 
response to such comments. Such comments are responded to with a “comment acknowledged” 
reference. This indicates that the comment will be forwarded to all appropriate decision makers 
for their review and consideration 
 

3. Wilmington Waterfront Project EIR 
Comments related to scope, status or other aspects of the approved Wilmington Waterfront 
Project do not raise issues regarding the CEQA environmental analysis contained in the Avalon 
and Fries Street Segments Closure Project IS/MND. As such, no response is warranted. For 
example, many of the comments reflect the concerns of the commenters as they relate to the 
completion of the previously approved Wilmington Waterfront Development Project. Such 
comments are responded to with a “comment acknowledged” reference. This indicates that the 
comment will be forwarded to all appropriate decision makers for their review and consideration. 
No revision to this Final IS/MND is required in response to such comments. 
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Commenter A 

A-1 

A-2 
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A-2  
cont’d 

A-3  
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A-3 
cont’d  
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Commenter A1: Ken Melendez, Public Meeting Attendee 

Response to Commenter A 

Response to Comment A-1: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Responses 2 and 3 above.  

Response to Comment A-2: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Responses 1, and 2 above. 

The Broad Avenue realignment to the Wilmington Waterfront or permanent closure of Broad 
Avenue is not part of the proposed Project and is therefore not discussed the Avalon and Fries 
Street Segments Closure Project IS/MND.  

Section 2.0 and 3.0 of the IS/MND indicate, “The proposed Project includes the closure of 
segments of: 1) Fries Avenue (approximately 1,337 linear feet of roadway) between Water Street 
at the Union Pacific Rail Tracks and the intersection with West A Street; and 2) Avalon 
Boulevard between the Union Pacific Rail Tracks and the intersection of North Broad Avenue 
(approximately 438 linear feet of roadway).”  

Sections 4.3 and 4.16 of the IS/MND conclude, “Based on the analysis, the Project would not 
result in significant impacts on traffic (Table 4.16-2), and would reduce the delay at the 
intersections of Harry Bridges Boulevard and Broad Avenue, Harry Bridges Boulevard and Fries 
Avenue, and the North Access Road and Harry Bridges Boulevard. 

Response to Comment A-3: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 2 above.  

  



10.0 Comments Received and Responses to Comments 

 

 

Page 10-14 Avalon and Fries Street Segments Closure Project MND 
August 2014 Los Angeles Harbor Department 

Commenter B2 

B-1 

B-2 

B-3 
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Commenter B: Leticia Melendez, Public Meeting Attendee 

Response to Commenter B 

Response to Comment B-1: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 3 above.   

Response to Comment B-2: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 1 above.  

Response to Comment B-3: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 2 above.   
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Commenter C 

C-1 
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C-1  
cont’d 
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C-1  
cont’d 



10.0 Comments Received and Responses to Comments 

 

 

Page 10-19 Avalon and Fries Street Segments Closure Project MND 
August 2014 Los Angeles Harbor Department 

Commenter C: Jesse Marquez, Public Meeting Attendee 

Response to Commenter C 

Response to Comment C-1: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 3 above.   
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Commenter D 

D-1 
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D-1  
cont’d 
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D-1  
cont’d 
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Commenter D: Maria Garibay, Public Meeting Attendee 

Response to Commenter D 

Response to Comment D-1: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated.  See Master Responses 1 and 3 above. 
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Commenter E 

E-1 
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E-1  
cont’d 
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Commenter E: Cesar Gurrero, Public Meeting Attendee 

Response to Commenter E 

Response to Comment E-1: 

Comment noted. As indicated in Sections 2.0 and 3.0 of the IS/MND, “The proposed Project 
includes the closure of segments of: 1) Fries Avenue (approximately 1,337 linear feet of 
roadway) between Water Street at the Union Pacific Rail Tracks and the intersection with West A 
Street; and 2) Avalon Boulevard between the Union Pacific Rail Tracks and the intersection of 
North Broad Avenue (approximately 438 linear feet of roadway).”  

As part of the Project, minor changes would be made to the planned lane configuration at two 
future intersections on the previously approved South Wilmington Grade Separation Project (see 
Sections 2.2, 2.3.1 and Figure 2-6 of the IS/MND). In addition, the proposed Project would install 
signage and striping to effectively close access to the vacated portions of Fries Avenue and 
Avalon Boulevard. The Project would provide primary access to the Port Archive Building from 
the north gate near A Street.  The Project would also provide additional crossing protection, 
including signing and striping, crossing arms, and lights, at an existing at-grade crossing at the 
completed private road into Wallenius Wilhemsen Logistics (see Section 2.3.1 and Figures 2-4 
and 2-5 of the IS/MND).  

Section 4.16 of the IS/MND concludes the proposed Project would not generate new traffic on the 
surrounding streets but rather would result in localized shifts of the traffic that is forecast to be 
present if the project was not implemented. Section 4.16 also indicates that, “There is no public 
transit service that operates on the portions of the Avalon Boulevard or Fries Avenue that are 
proposed for closure.” 

Additionally, see Master Response 1 above.  
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Commenter F 

F-1 
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F-1  
cont’d 

F-2 
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Commenter F: Theresa Gurrero, Public Meeting Attendee 

Response to Commenter F 

Response to Comment F-1: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 3 above. 

Response to Comment F-2: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. CEQA Guidelines Section 15072 and 15073 do not 
mandate a public meeting for an IS/MND. For this project and based on a POLA policy decision, 
the public meeting was held and it was adequately noticed (i.e. newspaper, web, mailings, etc.). 
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Commenter G 

G-1 
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G-1 
cont’d 
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Commenter G: Alma Ortiz, Public Meeting Attendee 

Response to Commenter G 

Response to Comment G-1: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 3 above.   
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Commenter H 

H-1 
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H-1 
cont’d 

H-2 

H-3 
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H-4 
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Commenter H: Oscar Ibarra, Public Meeting Attendee 

Response to Commenter H 

Response to Comment H-1: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 1 above.  

Response to Comment H-2: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 2 above.  

Response to Comment H-3: 

Section 4.16 of the IS/MND indicates, “To determine whether significant impacts would occur at 
the study intersections, the results of this analysis were compared and assessed against the impact 
criteria described above. As shown in Tables 4.16-1 and 4.16-2 above, using the City of Los 
Angeles criteria for determination of significant traffic impacts, the proposed Project would not 
result in any significant impacts under either future analysis year 2017 or 2038.” 

As indicated in Section 4.3 of the IS/MND, construction of the proposed Project would result in 
the temporary generation of emissions of ozone precursors volatile organic compounds VOCs and 
NOx, and emissions of CO, oxides of sulfur- SOx, PM10, and PM2.5. Based on the modeling 
conducted, construction of the proposed Project would not result in emissions that exceed the 
daily emission thresholds.  In addition, the proposed Project would not result in emissions of CO, 
NOx, PM10, or PM2.5 that exceed the localized emission thresholds established by the South Coast 
Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). According to the SCAQMD thresholds, the 
proposed Project construction would not contribute to a cumulatively considerable air quality 
impact. 

The proposed Project would eliminate the grade crossings and thereby vehicle delays when trains 
are present at the crossings and eliminate truck queues that could otherwise result due to 
blockages from rail operations.  Therefore, the proposed Project would reduce further emissions 
associated with vehicle idling and queuing.  In addition, the Project would not generate new 
traffic on the surrounding streets, but would result in localized shifts of the traffic that is forecast 
to be present with or without the Project.  Therefore, the Project would not result in an increase in 
operational emissions. 

Response to Comment H-4: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 2 above. 
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Letter I 

I-1 
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Comment Letter I: Keith R. Ball, Member of Wilmington One Goal Committee 

Response to Comment Letter I 

Response to Comment Letter # I-1: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 3 above.  
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Letter J 
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J-1 
cont’d 

J-2 

J-3 
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Comment Letter J: Ali Poosti, Division Manager, Wastewater Engineering Services 
Division, Bureau of Sanitation, City of Los Angeles 

Response to Comment Letter J 

Response to Comment Letter #J-1: 

Comment noted. As indicated in Section 2.0 of the IS/MND, the proposed Project involves the 
permanent closure of the at-grade crossings and segments of Avalon Boulevard and Fries Avenue 
to enable improved rail operations for the West Basin area rail customers. LAHD will comply 
with all necessary Standard Urban Stormwater Mitigation Plan and Low Impact Development 
requirements. 

Response to Comment Letter #J-2: 

Comment noted. As indicated in Section 2.0 of the IS/MND, the proposed Project involves the 
permanent closure of the at-grade crossings and segments of Avalon Boulevard and Fries Avenue 
to enable improved rail operations for the West Basin area rail customers. LAHD will comply 
with any applicable Green Street elements. 

Response to Comment Letter #J-3: 

Comment noted. As stated in Section 4.9 in response to 4.9 item a of this Final IS/MND, the 
proposed Project would be subject to the requirements of the National Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) Stormwater Program, which requires obtaining coverage under the 
General Permit for Discharge of Stormwater Associated with Construction Activity, General 
Construction Permit 2009-0009-DWQ. This also requires the development and implementation of 
a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). LAHD will implement appropriate Best 
Management Practices; prepare a SWPPP; and comply with the requirements of the NPDES 
Stormwater Program, City of Los Angeles Municipal Code, and all other applicable federal, state, 
and local regulations. 
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Comment Letter K: Susan M. Prichard 

Response to Comment Letter K 

Response to Comment Letter #K-1: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 2 above.  
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Comment Letter L: Cecilia Moreno, WNC Chair, Wilmington Neighborhood Council 

Response to Comment Letter L 

Response to Comment Letter #L-1: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 3 above.  

As indicated in Section 4.18-Mandatory Findings of Significance of the IS/MND, the proposed 
Project would result in no impacts to agricultural and forestry resources; mineral resource; 
population and housing; and recreation. The proposed Project would have less than significant 
impacts to aesthetics; air quality; biological resources; geology and soils; GHG emissions; 
hazards and hazardous materials; hydrology and water quality; land use and planning; noise; 
public services; transportation and traffic; and utilities and service systems. 
 
To avoid the potential for unforeseen impacts to cultural resources, Mitigation Measures CR-1 
and CR-2 are provided in the IS/MND.  With the implementation of these two mitigation 
measures, the proposed Project would have a less than significant impact on cultural resources. 
As described within Section 4.5, Cultural Resources, of the IS/MND, the proposed Project would 
not result in significant impacts that cannot be mitigated to a less than significant level.  
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Comment Letter M: Margaret I. Hernandez, President, Friends of Banning’s Landing 

Response to Comment Letter M 

Response to Comment Letter #M-1: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 1 above.   

Response to Comment Letter #M-2: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 2 above. 
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Letter N 
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Comment Letter N: Esther Rae Rendon, Board Member, Banning’s Landing Community 
Center 

Response to Comment Letter N 

Response to Comment Letter #N-1: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 1 above.  
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Comment Letter O: Dan Hoffman, Executive Director, Wilmington Chamber of Commerce 

Response to Comment Letter O 

Response to Comment Letter #O-1: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 2 above.   

Response to Comment Letter #O-2 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 3 above.  
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Letter P 
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Comment Letter P: Jose Antonio Vallejo, Owner, Guanajuato Meat Markets 

Response to Comment Letter P 

Response to Comment Letter #P-1: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 1 above. 

Response to Comment Letter #P-2: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 2 above.  
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Letter Q 
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Comment Letter Q: Jesus Gamboa & Fernando Gamboa, Owner, Maya Restaurant 

Response to Comment Letter Q 

Response to Comment Letter #Q-1: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 1 above. 

Response to Comment Letter #Q-2: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 2 above.  
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Comment Letter R: Dominga Pardo, Director, Robert F. Kennedy Institute of Community 
and Family Medicine 

Response to Comment Letter R 

Response to Comment Letter #R-1: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 1 above.  

 

 

  



10.0 Comments Received and Responses to Comments 

 

 

Page 10-60 Avalon and Fries Street Segments Closure Project MND 
August 2014 Los Angeles Harbor Department 

Letter S 
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Comment Letter S: Scott Morgan, Director, State Clearinghouse, Governor’s Office of 
Planning and Research 

Response to Comment Letter S 

Response to Comment Letter #S-1: 

 Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 2 above. 
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Form Letter T1 
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Form Letter T1 

The comments raised in this letter are identical to the comments raised in letters #T2 through 
#T76.  Therefore, the responses to comments below for letter #T1 also apply to letters #T2 
through #T76. 

Response to Form Letter T1 

Response to Form Letter #T1-1: 

Comments acknowledged and appreciated.  

The Broad Avenue realignment to the Wilmington Waterfront or permanent closure of Broad 
Avenue is not part of the proposed Project and is therefore not discussed the Avalon and Fries 
Street Segments Closure Project IS/MND.  

Section 2.0 and 3.0 of the IS/MND indicate, “The proposed Project includes the closure of 
segments of: 1) Fries Avenue (approximately 1,337 linear feet of roadway) between Water Street 
at the Union Pacific Rail Tracks and the intersection with West A Street; and 2) Avalon 
Boulevard between the Union Pacific Rail Tracks and the intersection of North Broad Avenue 
(approximately 438 linear feet of roadway).”  

Sections 4.3 and 4.16 of the IS/MND conclude, “Based on the analysis, the Project would not 
result in significant impacts on traffic (Table 4.16-2), and would reduce the delay at the 
intersections of Harry Bridges Boulevard and Broad Avenue, Harry Bridges Boulevard and Fries 
Avenue, and the North Access Road and Harry Bridges Boulevard.” 

Response to Form Letter #T1-2: 

The following is in response to the issues raised by the commenter related to cumulative impacts 
addressed in the Avalon and Fries Street Segments Closure Project IS/MND. Specifically, 
cumulative impacts were addressed and quantified the within Sections 4.3 Air Quality- Item c); 
4.7 Greenhouse Gas-Item b); 4.12 Noise-Item a); and 4.16 Transportation and Traffic-Item a) and 
the technical studies included in the appendices of this IS/MND.  

As indicated in Section 4.18-Mandatory Findings of Significance of the IS/MND, the proposed 
Project would result in no impacts to agricultural and forestry resources; mineral resource; 
population and housing; and recreation. The proposed Project would have less than significant 
impacts to aesthetics; air quality; biological resources; geology and soils; GHG emissions; 
hazards and hazardous materials; hydrology and water quality; land use and planning; noise; 
public services; transportation and traffic; and utilities and service systems. 

To avoid the potential for unforeseen impacts to cultural resources, Mitigation Measures CR-1 

and CR-2 are provided in the IS/MND.  With the implementation of these two mitigation 
measures, the proposed Project would have a less than significant impact on cultural 
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resources. As described within Section 4.5, Cultural Resources, of the IS/MND, the 
proposed Project would not result in significant impacts that cannot be mitigated to a less 
than significant level.  

Due to the small scale and localized effects of the proposed Project, the potential 
incremental contribution from the proposed Project would not be cumulatively 
considerable.  Other cumulative projects discussed in this IS/MND include the approved 
South Wilmington Grade Separation and Wilmington Waterfront projects. These 
approved projects and other present and/or probable future projects are required to 
comply with CEQA requirements, including implementation of mitigation measures to 
reduce or avoid environmental impacts, as well as with applicable laws and regulations at 
the federal, state, and local level, including but not limited to the Los Angeles City 
Municipal Code and local ordinances governing land use and development.  The analysis 
contained in this IS/MND has determined that the proposed Project would not have any 
individually limited but cumulatively considerable impacts. 

 

Response to Form Letter #T1-3: 

Comment acknowledged and appreciated. See Master Response 2 above.  
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