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May 16, 2013

Ms. Theresa Stevens, Ph.D.
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
Los Angeles District, Regulatory Division
2151 Alessandro Drive, Suite 110
Ventura, CA 93001
Theresa.stevens@usace.army.mil

Mr. Christopher Cannon
Director, Environmental Management Division
425 S. Palos Verdes Street
San Pedro, CA 90731
Ceqacornments@portla.org

RE: SCAG Comments on the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for
the Berths 212-224 [YTI] Container Terminal Improvements Project [120130095]

Dear Ms. Stevens and Mr. Cannon:

Thank you for submitting the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the
Berths 212-224 [YTI] Container Terminal Improvements Project to the Southern California
Association of Governments (SCAG) for review and comment. SCAG is the authorized regional
agency for Inter-Governmental Review (IGR) of programs proposed for federal financial assistance
and direct development activities, pursuant to Presidential Executive Order 12372. Additionally,
SCAG reviews the Environmental Impact Reports of projects of regional significance for
consistency with regional plans pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and
CEQA Guidelines.

SCAG is also the designated Regional Transportation Planning Agency under state law, and is
responsible for preparation of the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) including its Sustainable
Communities Strategy (SCS) component pursuant to SB 375. As the clearinghouse for regionally
significant projects per Executive Order 12372, SCAG reviews the consistency of local plans,
projects, and programs with regional plans.1 Guidance provided by these reviews is intended to
assist local agencies and project sponsors to take actions that contribute to the attainment of the
regional goals and policies in the RTP/SCS.

SCAG staff has reviewed the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the
Berths 212-224 [YTI] Container Terminal Improvements Project. The proposed project includes
improvements and upgrades to the container terminal infrastructure to accommodate the fleet mix
of larger container ships anticipated to call at the Port of Los Angeles through 2026. As set forth in
the attached, SCAG recommends that the draft EIR include a review and consideration of the
adopted RTP/SCS goals and that the analyses reflect the most recently adopted growth forecasts.

When available, please send environmental documentation to SCAG's office in Los Angeles
or by email to leep@scag.ca.gov providing, at a minimum, the full comment period for
review. If you have any questions regarding the attached comments, please contact Pamela Lee at
(213) 236-1895 or leep@scaq.ca.qov. Thank you.

Sincerely,

7mthaJonat/ian Nadler
Manager, Compliance and Performance Assessment

1 SB 375 amends CEQA to add Chapter 4.2 Implementation of the Sustainable Communities Strategy, which
allows for certain CEQA streamlining for projects consistent with the RTP/SCS. Lead agencies (including local
jurisdictions) maintain the discretion and will be solely responsible for determining "consistency" of any future
project with the SCS. Any "consistency" finding by SCAG pursuant to the IGR process should not be construed
as a finding of consistency under SB 375 for purposes of CEQA streamlining.

The Regional Council consists of 84 elected officials representing 191 cities, six counties, six County Transportation Commissions, one representative
from the Transportation Corridor Agencies, one Tribal Government representative and one representative for the Air Districts within Southern California.
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May 16, 2013
Ms. Stevens and Mr. Cannon

SCAG No. 120130095

COMMENTS ON THE NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT/ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE BERTHS

212-224 [YTl] CONTAINER TERMINAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT
[SCAG NO. 120130095]

CONSISTENCY WITH RTP/SCS

SCAG reviews environmental documents for regionally significant projects for their consistency with the
adopted RTP/SCS.

RTP/SCS Goals
The 2012-20135 RTP/SCS links the goal of sustaining mobility with the goals of fostering economic
development, enhancing the environment, reducing energy consumption, promoting transportation-friendly
development patterns, and encouraging fair and equitable access to residents affected by socio-economic,
geographic and commercial limitations (see http://rtpscs.scaq.ca.qov). The goals included in the 2012
RTP/SCS may be pertinent to the proposed project. These goals are meant to provide guidance for
considering the proposed project within the context of regional goals and policies. Among the relevant
goals of the 2012-2035 RTP/SCS are the following:

SCAG 2012-2035 RTP/SCS GOALS

RTP/SCS G1: Align the plan investments and policies with improving regional economic development and
competitiveness

RTP/SCS G2: Maximize mobility and accessibility for all people and goods in the region

RTP/SCS G3: Ensure travel safety and reliability for all people and goods in the region

RTP/SCS G4: Preserve and ensure a sustainable regional transportation system

RTP/SCS G5: Maximize the productivity of our transportation system

RTP/SCS G6: Protect the environment and health for our residents by improving air quality and encouraging
active transportation (non-motorized transportation, such as bicycling and walking)

RTP/SCS G7: Actively encourage and create incentives for energy efficiency, where possible

RTP/SCS G8: Encourage land use and growth patterns that facilitate transit and non-motorized transportation

RTP/SCS G9: Maximize the security of the regional transportation system through improved system
monitoring, rapid recovery planning, and coordination with other security agencies
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May 16, 2013
Ms. Stevens and Mr. Cannon

SCAG No. 120130095

For ease of review, we encourage the use of a side-by-side comparison of SCAG goals with discussions
of the consistency, non-consistency or non-applicability of the policy and supportive analysis in a table
format. Suggested format is as follows:

SCAG 2012-2035 RTP/SCS Goals

Goal

RTP/SCS G1:

RTP/SCS G2:

RTP/SCS G3:

etc.

Align the plan investments and policies with improving
regional economic development and competitiveness.

Maximize mobility and accessibility for all people and
goods in the region.

Ensure travel safety and reliability for all people and
goods in the region.

etc.

Analysis

Consistent: Statement as to why
Not-Consistent: Statement as to why
or
Not Applicable: Statement as to why

DEIR page number reference

Consistent: Statement as to why
Not-Consistent: Statement as to why
or
Not Applicable: Statement as to why

DEIR page number reference

Consistent: Statement as to why
Not-Consistent: Statement as to why
or
Not Applicable: Statement as to why

DEIR page number reference

etc.

Regional Growth Forecasts

The Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for the Berths 212-224 [YTI] Container
Terminal Improvements Project should reflect the most recently adopted SCAG forecasts (see
http://scag.ca.gov/forecast/index.htm), which are the 2012-2035 RTP/SCS population, household and
employment forecasts. The forecasts for the region and applicable jurisdictions are below.

Forecast
Population
Households
Employment

Adopted SCAG Region Wide
Forecasts

Year 2020
19,663,000
6,458,000
8,414,000

Year 2035
22,091,000
7,325,000
9,441,000

Adopted County of Los
Angeles Forecasts

Year 2020

10,404,000
3,513,000
4,558,000

Year 2035

11,353,000
3,852,000
4,827,000

Adopted City of Los
Angeles Forecasts

Year 2020

3,991,700
1 ,455,700
1,817,700

Year 2035

4,320,600
1 ,626,600
1,906,800

MITIGATION

SCAG staff recommends that you review the SCAG 2012-2035 RTP/SCS Final Program EIR List of
Mitigation Measures Appendix for additional guidance, as appropriate. The SCAG List of Mitigation
Measures may be found here: http://scaq.ca.gov/igr/pdf/SCAG IGRMMRP 2012.pdf
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
320 WEST 4TH STREET, SUITE 500 

LOS ANGELES, CA  90013 

(213) 576-7083 

 

 

April 15, 2013  
 
Christopher Cannon 
City of Los Angeles Harbor Department 
425 South Palos Verdes Street 
San Pedro, California 90731 
 
Dear Mr. Cannon: 
 
Re: SCH# 2013041017; Berths 212-224 Container Terminal Improvements Project NOP 
 
The California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) has jurisdiction over the safety of 
highway-rail crossings (crossings) in California.  The California Public Utilities Code 
requires the Commission approval for construction or alteration of crossings and grants the 
Commission exclusive power on design, alteration, and/or closure of crossings in 
California.  The Commissionôs Rail Crossings Engineering Section (RCES) has received a 
copy of the Notice of Preparation (NOP) from the State Clearinghouse for the proposed 
Berths 212-224 Container Terminal Improvements project.  The City of Los Angeles (City) 
is the lead agency. 
 
According to the NOP, the project would include expansion of the Terminal Island 
Container Transfer (TICT) Facility and others.  The project would expand the TICT facility 
by adding a single loading track and others. 
 
The project may increase truck traffic volumes not only on streets and intersections, but 
also on at-grade highway-rail crossings.  The potential project impacts on the existing at-
grade crossings along the Port of Los Angeles Red Car Line tracks which serve or are near 
the TICT facility should be identified, discussed and evaluated for necessary safety 
improvements and mitigations.  This includes considering traffic queuing, weaving, 
emergency service response, pedestrian circulation patterns or destinations with respect to 
railroad right-of-way, and compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Mitigation 
measures to consider include, but are not limited to, the planning for grade separations for 
major thoroughfares, improvements to existing at-grade highway-rail crossings due to 
increase in traffic volumes and continuous vandal resistant fencing or other appropriate 
barriers to limit the access of trespassers onto the railroad right-of-way.  All identified 
crossings shall also comply with the requirements of California Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices.  Furthermore, the Emergency Notification Sign (ENS) I-13 shall be 
installed with contact information and DOT Number visible in plain sight. 
 
The additional track shall be constructed in accordance with the Commission General 
Order (GO) Nos. 26-D (Clearance on railroads and street railroads as to side and overhead 
structures, parallel tracks and crossings), 72-B (Construction and maintenance ï standard 
types of pavement construction at railroad grade crossings) and 75-D (Warning devices for 
at-grade railroad crossings). 

 



Christopher Cannon 
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April 15, 2013 
 
 
 
Construction of a new public crossing or modification of an existing public crossing requires 
authorization from the Commission, through the formal application or the General Order 
(GO) 88-B request processes, respectively.  Prior to submission of a formal application or 
GO 88-B request, the City should arrange a diagnostic meeting with RCES to discuss 
relevant safety issues and requirements for the Commissionôs authorization.  While 
construction of private crossings may not need the Commissionôs authorization, 
compliance with the Commissionôs GO 26-D (Clearances on Railroads and Street 
Railroads as to Side and Overhead Structures, Parallel Tracks and Crossings) and GO 75-
B (Regulations Governing Standards for Warning Devices for At-Grade Highway-Rail 
Crossing) standards are still required.  RCES representatives are available for consultation 
on crossing safety matters.  See the link for more information: 
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/safety/Rail/Crossings/formalapps.htm. 
 
If you have any questions in this matter, please contact me at (213) 576-7076, 
yen.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov, or Jose Pereyra at (213) 576-7083, jfp@cpuc.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Ken Chiang, P.E. 
Utilities Engineer 
Rail Crossings Engineering Section 
Safety and Enforcement Division 
 
C: State Clearinghouse 
 Jose Pereyra 

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/safety/Rail/Crossings/formalapps.htm
mailto:yen.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:jfp@cpuc.ca.gov



































