
 
 

Appendix J. 
 

Agency Coordination 
 
 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Notice of Availability (NOA) (July 8, 2008) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency transmittal for publishing NOA in Federal 

Register (July 8, 2008) 
Interested Parties NOA (July 8, 2008) 
Transmittal to State Clearinghouse (July 11, 2008) 
Notice of Completion to State Clearinghouse (July 11, 2008) 
Federal Register Publishing (July 18, 2008) 
Transmittal to California Coastal Commission (July 31, 2008) 
Letter to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) (July 31, 2008) 
Letter to California Regional Water Quality Control Board July 31, 2008) 
Letter to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (August 5, 2008) 
Letter from California Coastal Commission to USACE (August 15, 2008) 
Letter from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to USACE (September 19, 2008) 
Letter to California Coastal Commission from USACE (September 23, 2008) 
E-Mail to Department of Fish and Game (October 16, 2008) 
Letter to California Coastal Commission from USACE November 3, 2008) 
Letter to California Coastal commission from USACE (February 4, 2009) 
Letter to State Historic Preservation Officer from USACE (March 16, 2009) 
Letter to NOAA from USACE (March 19, 2009) 
Letter to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service from USACE (March 19, 2009) 
Letter to California Regional Water Quality Control Board from USACE (March 20, 
2009) 
Letter to USACE from Fish and Wildlife Service (March 26, 2009) 



   

 1

 

 

 

 

BILLING CODE:  3710-KF 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Department of the Army; Corps of Engineers 

Notice of Availability of a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement/ 

Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIS/SEIR) for the Port of Los 

Angeles Channel Deepening Project, Los Angeles, California   

AGENCY:  Department of the Army, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, DOD. 

ACTION:  Notice of Availability. 

SUMMARY:  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District (USACE) and 

the Los Angeles Harbor Department (Port) have prepared a joint Supplemental 

Environmental Impact Statement/Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 

(SEIS/SEIR) for the Port of Los Angeles Channel Deepening Project, Los Angeles, 

California.  This Draft SEIS/SEIR describes the affected resources and evaluates the 

potential impacts to those resources as a result of the Proposed Action and alternatives.  

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to dispose of approximately 3.0 million cubic 

yards of dredge material required to complete the Channel Deepening Project and to 

beneficially reuse the dredge material within the Port of Los Angeles. 

 Three Alternatives have been analyzed in the Draft SEIS/SEIR, including No Action.  

Alternative 1, Port Development and Environmental Enhancement was developed with a 
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focus on using dredge material for port development and environmental enhancement and 

would involve use and development of the following disposal sites:  Berths 243-245, the 

Northwest Slip, CSWH Expansion, the Eelgrass Habitat Area, and LA-2.  Alternative 2, 

Environmental Enhancement and Ocean Disposal was developed with a focus on 

environmental enhancement related uses of the remaining material and does not include 

any disposal options associated with port development. Under Alternative 2, dredge 

material would be disposed at the CSWH Expansion, Eelgrass Habitat Area, LA-2 and 

the Anchorage Road Soil Storage Site.  Under Alternative 3, the No Action Alternative, 

no further dredging would take place and the Channel Deepening Project would not be 

completed.  

This Notice also serves as the Public Notice/Notice of Availability for the Section 

404 Permit under Clean Water Act (CWA).  A preliminary application has been 

received for a Department of the Army permit for the activity described herein.  The 

Corps is considering an application submitted by the Port for a permit, in accordance with 

Section 404 of the CWA and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, to complete 

dredging activities outside of the Federal Channel and placement of the dredge material 

in waters of the United States in the Port of Los Angeles.  

This SEIS/SEIR would be used by the Corps as part of their application review 

process.  The Corps and the Port independently determined under the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA), respectively, that there are potential significant environmental impacts 

associated with the proposed action, and an Environmental Impact Statement and 

Environmental Impact Report are required. 
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DATES:  Submit comments on or before September 1, 2008. 

ADDRESSES:  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District, CESPL-PD-RN, 

c/o Joy Jaiswal, P.O. Box 532711, Los Angeles, CA, 90053-2325. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:   Ms. Joy Jaiswal, Chief, Ecosystem 

Planning Section, at (213) 452-3851 or E-mail at Jyotsna.I.Jaiswal@usace.army.mil.   

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  This Draft SEIS/SEIR has been filed with the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to be published in the Federal Register and is 

available for a forty-five (45) day public review period.  The public review period for the 

Draft SEIS/EIR will be from July 18, 2008 to September 1, 2008.   Please forward your 

comments on the Draft SEIS/SEIR by mail, email, or fax to the contacts listed below by 

September 1, 2008. 

 

Ms. Joy Jaiswal, Chief, Ecosystem Planning Section  

Attn: Ms. Megan Wong  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

P.O. Box 532711 

Los Angeles, California 90053-2325 

Fax: (213) 452-4204 

Megan.T.Wong@usace.army.mil 

or 

Dr. Ralph Appy 

Los Angeles Harbor Department (LAHD) 

mailto:Megan.T.Wong@usace.army.mil
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425 South Palos Verdes Street 

San Pedro, CA 90731 

 

Supplemental Information:    

1. Authorization. 

 The Port of Los Angeles Channel Deepening Project was authorized for 

construction by the Water Resources Development Act of 2000. Construction began in 

October 2002 and is currently continuing using previously approved disposal areas.  

2. Background. 

 The City of Los Angeles Harbor Department (LAHD) administers the Port of Los 

Angeles.  The Port comprises 45 kilometers (28 miles) of waterfront and 3,035 hectares 

(7,500 acres) of land and water.  LAHD administers automobile, container, omni, lumber, 

cruise ship, liquid and dry bulk terminals, and commercial fishing facilities.  For 

recreational activities the Port of Los Angeles provides slips for 5,000 pleasure craft, 

sport fishing boats, and charter vessels. Community facilities include a water front youth 

center, a boat launch ramp, and a public swimming beach.  Educational facilities include 

the Cabrillo Marine Aquarium and the Los Angeles Maritime Museum.   

This SEIS/SEIR is a supplement to the 2000 SEIS/SEIR that was prepared for the 

Channel Deepening Project, which was a supplement to the 1998 Channel Deepening 

Project EIR and the 1992 Deep Draft Navigation Improvements Project EIS/EIR the 

modifications required to complete disposal of dredged material from the authorized 

project.  This SEIS/SEIR addresses impacts associated with providing additional disposal 
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capacity of approximately 3 mcy required to complete the Channel Deepening Project.  

Additional disposal capacity is required to complete the deepening of the navigation 

channel and berthing areas to –53 feet Mean Lower Low Water (MLLW) at container 

terminals along the deepened channel and the removal of dredge material that was 

temporarily used as surcharge at the Southwest Slip.  This project meets a public need for 

safe and efficient commercial navigation. 

 

3. Hearing Process. 

 The Corps Los Angeles District and the Los Angeles Harbor Department (LAHD 

or Port) will jointly conduct a Public Hearing for the Port of Los Angeles Channel 

Deepening Project, Los Angeles, California Draft SEIS/SEIR on August 6, 2008 at 6:30 

p.m., to receive public comment and assess public concerns regarding the Draft 

SEIS/SEIR (Corps File Number 2008-00662-AOA).  Participation in the Public Hearing 

by Federal, State and local agencies and other interested organizations and persons are 

encouraged.  This meeting is to be conducted in English and Spanish.  Members of the 

public who wish to communicate and listen entirely in Spanish are encouraged to attend 

this meeting.  The Public Hearing will be held at: 

 

Banning’s Landing Community Center 

100 East Water Street,  

Wilmington, CA 90744 
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4. Availability of the Draft SEIS/SEIR. 

a. The Draft SEIS/SEIR for the Proposed Action is being distributed directly to 

agencies, organizations, and interested groups and persons for comment during the 45-

day formal review period in accordance with Section 15087 of the State CEQA 

Guidelines and 40 CFR Section 1506.10 of the CEQ NEPA Regulations.  During the 45-

day public review period, which begins on July 18, 2008 and ends on September 1, 2008, 

the Draft SEIS/SEIR is available for general public review at the following locations:  

 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Los Angeles District 

Environmental Resources Branch

915 Wilshire Blvd., 14th Floor 

Los Angeles, CA  90053 

Port of Los Angeles 

Environmental Management 

Division 

425 South Palos Verdes Street 

San Pedro, CA 90731 

Los Angeles Public Library 

San Pedro Branch 

921 South Gaffey Street 

San Pedro, CA 90731 

Los Angeles Public Library 

Wilmington Branch 

1300 North Avalon Boulevard 

Wilmington, CA 90744 

Los Angeles Public Library 

Central Branch 

630 West 5th Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90071 

 



   

 7

 

b.  Participation of affected Federal, State, and local resource agencies, and 

concerned interest groups/individuals are encouraged on the Draft SEIS/SEIR during the 

public review period.  Public participation will be especially important in receiving input 

on environmental analysis for the Proposed Action, and associated Alternatives in 

finalizing the SEIS/SEIR.  Those wishing to provide comments relevant to the 

environmental or social impacts that should be included or considered in updating the 

environmental analysis can furnish this information by writing to the point of contact 

indicated above. 

c.  The Final SEIS/SEIR document will incorporate public concerns in the analysis 

of impacts associated with the Proposed Action and associated project alternatives.  The 

Final SEIS/SEIR will address the comments received on the Draft SEIS/SEIR.  In 

compliance with NEPA, the Final SEIS/SEIR will be sent out for a 30-day public review 

period.  Copies of the Final SEIS/SEIR will be furnished to all who commented on the 

Draft SEIS/SEIR and to anyone who requests a copy.  The final step involves preparing 

and signing a Record of Decision (ROD) by lead Federal Agency for the Federal SEIS.  

The lead CEQA agency certifies the SEIR and adopts a Mitigation Monitoring and 

Reporting Plan.  The ROD is a concise summary of the decisions made by the USACE 

from among the alternatives presented in the Final SEIS/SEIR.  A certified SEIR 

indicates that the environmental document adequately assesses the environmental impacts 

of the proposed project with respect to CEQA.  Any required permit would be issued 

concurrently or soon after the issuance of the ROD. 
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Terry Roberts
Office of Planmng and Research
State Clearinghouse
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121
Sacramento CA 95814

SUBJECT: TRANSMITTAL OF A DRAFT SUPLEMENTAL EN}'IRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENTIEN\'IRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (SEIS/SEIR) FOR THE
PORT OF LOS ANGNLES CHANNEL DEEPENING PROJECT

In accordance with the Califomia Environmental Quality Act of 1970, and the regulations of the
Govemor's Office of Planning and Research establishing guidelines for the implementation of this Act,
the enclosed fifteen (15) copies ofthe Draft SEIS/SEIR for the subject property and one copy of the State
Clearinghouse cover letter are transmitted herewith. The sublect document is transmitted to you for
consultation with responsible agencies and public review in accordance with Anicle 7, Section 15082 of
the State CEQA Guidelines and Article IV, Sectron L5 of the Los Angeles Crty CEQA Guidelines

It is respectively requested that your comments be rehrmed to the Environmental Management Division,
Los Angeles Harbor Department, 425 S. Palos Verdes St. San Pedro CA 90731 Attn: Dr. Ralph Appy, no
later than September 1,2008.

Sincerely,
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Mailto: State Cleainghouse, P. O, Box 30,14, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 (916) 445-0613
For Hand Delivery/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Proiect Title: Port of Los Angeles Channel Deepening Project

Notice of Gompletion & Environmental Document Transmittal

Lead Agency: Port of LosAngeles

Mailins Addressr 425 S. Palos Verdes St

Ciry: San Pedro Zlpt CA

Contac! Person: Dr. Ralph APpy
Phone:  310.732.3675
Countyr LoS Anoeles

Proiect Location:
Cross Streets: N/A

Countyr LoS Anoeles Ciry,AJearest Conmunity: San Pedro
Zip Code: 90731

Lat. /Long.r 'N/

Assessor's Parcel No.: Section:

Within 2 Miles: State Hwy #l Waterways: X
A1rpofts: Railways: f,

Document Typs:

Total Acres:

Tv'p.l Range:

Schools:

CEQA: NOP
Early Cons
N€g Dec
Mit Neg Dec

NEPA: NOI
EA
Draft EIS
FONSI

n Draft EIR
@ Supplement/Subsequent EIR
(Prior SCH No.)

Dtr
g
D

Other: ! Joint Document
[l r lnal lrocument
! other

Local Action Type:

! General Plan Update
E Gereral Plan Amendment
! General Plan Element
I Comrnunity Plan

Specific Plan
Master Plan
Planned Unit Development
Site Plan

Rgzone
Prezone
Use Permit
Land Division (Subdivision, etc.)

tr
tr
a
tr

tr
tr
E
tr

tr
tr
!
tr

Annexahon
Redevelopment
Coastal Permit
Other

Development Type:

E Residential: Units_ Acres
Acres
Acres - Employees -
Acres Employees_

MGD

Mining:
Powerl
Waste Treatment:Type
Hazardous Wastei Type
Other: Channel Dredqinq and Landfil l

! office: Sq.ft.
! Commercial:Sq.ft.
! Irdustrial Sq.ft.
fl Educational
! Recreational-

_ Employees-

Type

Proiect lssues Discussed in Document:

E Aesthetic/Visual ! Fiscal
E Agricultural Land fl Flood PlairvFlooding
E Air Quality ! Forest Land./Fire Hazard
EArcheological/Historical @Geologic/Seismic
I Biological Resources ! Minerals
E Coastal Zone E Noise
EDrainage/Absorption EPopulation/HousingBalance
! Economic/Jobs E Public Services/Facilities

E oth".

E Recreation?arks
Schoolsruniv€Isities
Septic Systems
Sewer Capacity
Soil Erosion/Compactioo/Crading
Solid Waste
Toxic/Hazardous
Traffic/Circulation

! Vegetation
E water Quality
! Water Supply/Groundwater
! Wetland/Riparian
! wildlife
n Growth lnducing
llj Lano use
E Cumulative Effects

Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation:

Project Descriptioni (please use a separate page if necessary)

The proposed Project involves completing the Channel Deepening Project at the Po( of Los Angeles. The Project will provide additional
dredged material disposal capaclty to complete the Channel Deepening Prqect and will maximize beneficial use of dredge material by
mnstruction of additional lands for eventual terminal uses and to provide environmental enhancements at locations in the Port of Los Angeles.

Note: Tbe state CLearinghouse will assign identificalion Dumbers for all netl projech. If a SCH number already exisls for a
project (e g. Notic€ ofPreparation or previous draft document) please fill in

January 2008



Reviewing Agencies Checklist

Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies below with and "X".
Ifyou have already sent your document to the agency please denote that with an ''S".

X Air Resources Board

Boating & Waterways, Department of

Califomia Highway Patrol

Caltrans District #_

Caltrans Division of Aeronautics

Caltrans Planning (Headquarters)

Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy

Coastal Commission

Colorado River Board

Conservation, Department of

Corrections, Department of

Delta Protection Commission

Education, Deparhnent of

Energy Commission

X

Office of Historic Preservation

Office ofPublic School Conskuction

Parks & Recreation

Pesticide Regulation. Depafl menr oI

Public Utilities Commission

Reclamation Board

Regional WQCB #

Resources Agency

S.F. Bay Conservation & Development Commission

San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers and Mtns Conservancy

San Joaquin River Conservancy

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy

State Lands Commission

SWRCB: Clean Water Grants

SWRCB: Water Quality
SWRCB: Water Rights

Tahoe Regional Planning Agency

Toxic Substances Control, Department of

Water Resources, Department of

X

X Fish & Game Region #

Food & Agriculture. Departrnent ol

Forestry & Fire Protection

Geueral Services, Department of

Health Sewices, Depaftment of

Housing & Community Development

Integrated Waste Management Board

Native American Heritage Commissron

Offlce of Emergency Sewices

X
Other

Other

Local Public Review Period (to be fi l led in by lead agency)

Starting Date July 1 1,  2008

City /State/Zip:

Lead Agency (Complete if applicable):

Consulting Firm:
Ad&ess:

Ending Date September I , 2008

Applicanti Los Angeles Harbor Department
4,1,1s5s; 425 S. Palos Verdes St
ciwlstatelztD: San Pedro CA 90731
Phone: (310) 732-3675Contact:

Phone:

o^r",1h-l6gSignature of Lead Agency Representative:

Section 21083, Public Resources Code. Seclion 21 161, Public Resources Code.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

[ER–FRL–8583–7] 

Environmental Impact Statements; 

Notice of Availability 
Responsible Agency: Office of Federal 

Activities, General Information (202) 
564–7167 or http://www.epa.gov/ 
compliance/nepa/. 
Weekly receipt of Environmental Impact 

Statements 
Filed 07/07/2008 through 07/11/2008 
Pursuant to 40 CFR 1506.9. 
EIS No. 20080269, Final Supplement, 

FHW, AR, US 67 Construction, U.S. 
67/167 to I–40 West/I–430 
Interchange around the North Little 
Rock Metropolitan Area, Funding, 
Pulaski County, AR, Wait Period 
Ends: 08/18/2008, Contact: Randal 
Looney 501–324–5625. 

EIS No. 20080270, Final EIS, NSF, 00, 
PROGRAMMATIC—Integrated Ocean 
Drilling Program—United States 
Implementing Organizations 
Participation in the Development of 
Scientific Ocean Drilling, IODP– 
USIO, Wait Period Ends: 08/18/2008, 
Contact: James F. Allen 703–292– 
8581. 

EIS No. 20080271, Final EIS, BLM, UT, 
Kanab Field Office Resource 
Management Plan, Implementation, 
Portions of Kane and Garfield 
Counties, UT, Wait Period Ends: 
08/18/2008, Contact: Keith Rigtrup 
435–644–4600. 

EIS No. 20080272, Third Draft 
Supplement, COE, CA, Port of Los 
Angeles Channel Deepening Project, 
To Dispose of Approximately 3.0 
Million Cubic Yards of Dredge 
Material Required to Complete the 
Channel Deepening Project and to 
Beneficially Reuse the Dredge 
Material with the Port of Los Angeles, 
Los Angeles County, CA, Comment 
Period Ends: 09/02/2008, Contact: Joy 
Jaiswal 213–453–3851. 

EIS No. 20080273, Final EIS, FRC, FL, 
Floridian Natural Gas Storage Project, 
Construction and Operation, 
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) Storage 
and Natural Gas Transmission 
Facilities, Martin County, FL, Wait 
Period Ends: 08/18/2008, Contact: 
Patricia Schaub 1–866–208–3372. 

EIS No. 20080274, Final EIS, CGD, FL, 
Calypso Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) 
Deepwater Port License Application, 
Proposes to Own, Construct and 
Operate a Deepwater Port, Outer 
Continental Shelf (OCS) in the OCS 
NG 17–06 (Bahamas) Lease Area, 8 to 
10 miles off the East Coast of Florida 
to the Northeast of Port Everglades, 

FL, Wait Period Ends: 09/02/2008, 
Contact: Lt. Hannah Kim 202–372– 
1438. 

EIS No. 20080275, Final EIS, NOA, WA, 
ADOPTION—Fish Passage and 
Aquatic Habitat Restoration at 
Hemlock Dam, Implementation, 
Gifford Pinchot National Forest, 
Mount Adams District, Skamania 
County, WA, Contact: Christopher 
Doley 301–713–0174. US DOC/NOA 
adopted the U.S. DOA/AFS, Final EIS 
20050451 filed 10/24/2005. NOA was 
a cooperating agency on the project. 
Recirculation on the document is not 
necessary under 1506.3(b) of the CEQ 
Regulations. 

EIS No. 20080276, Draft EIS, FTA, CO, 
Gold Line Corridor Project, To 
Implement Fixed-Guideway Transit 
Service within the Golden Line Study 
area between Denver Union Station 
(DUS) and Ward Road in Wheat 
Ridge, Denver, Arvada, Wheat Ridge, 
Adam and Jefferson Counties, CO, 
Comment Period Ends: 09/02/2008, 
Contact: David Beckhouse 720–963– 
3306. 

EIS No. 20080277, Final EIS, SFW, TX, 
Texas Chenier Plain National Wildlife 
Refuge Complex, Development of a 
15-Year Management Plan 
(Comprehensive Conservation Plan) 
for Refuge Complex, and Expansion of 
the Approval Land Acquisition 
Boundaries (Land Protection Plan) for 
the Four Refuges: Moody, Anahuac, 
McFaddin and Texas Point National 
Wildlife Refuges, Chambers, Jefferson 
and Galveston Counties, TX, Wait 
Period Ends: 08/18/2008, Contact: 
Stephanie Nash 703–358–2183. 

EIS No. 20080278, Final EIS, NPS, WA, 
Mountain Lake Fisheries Management 
Plan for the North Cascades National 
Service Complex, Implementation, 
North Cascades National Park, 
Whatcom, Skagit and Chelan 
Counties, WA, Wait Period Ends: 
08/18/2008, Contact: Alan Schmierer 
510–817–1441. 

Amended Notices 

EIS No. 20080167, Draft EIS, COE, CO, 
Northern Integrated Supply Project, 
Construction and Operation of a 
Regional Water Supply to Serve the 
Current and Future Water Needs of 12 
Towns and Water Districts, Approval 
of Section 404 Permit Application, 
Northern Colorado Water 
Conservancy District, Larimer and 
Weld Counties, CO, Comment Period 
Ends: 07/30/2008, Contact: Chandler 
J. Peter 303–979–4120. Revision of FR 
Notice Published 05/09/2008: 
Extending the Comment Period from 
07/30/2008 to 09/13/2008. 

EIS No. 20080264, Second Final 
Supplement, DOE, NV, Geologic 
Repository for the Disposal of Spent 
Nuclear Fuel and High-Level 
Radioactive Waste at Yucca 
Mountain, Nye County, Nevada— 
Nevada Rail Transportation Corridor 
(DOE/EIS–0250F–S2), Wait Period 
Ends: 08/11/2008, Contact: Dr. Jane R. 
Summerson 702–794–1493. Revision 
of FR Notice Published 07/11/2008: 
Correction to Title. 

EIS No. 20080265, Second Final EIS 
(Tiering), DOE, NV, Rail Alignment 
for the Construction and Operation of 
a Railroad in Nevada to a Geologic 
Repository (DOE/EIS–0369) at Yucca 
Mountain, Nye County, NV, Wait 
Period Ends: 08/11/2008, Contact: Dr. 
Jane R. Summerson 702–794–1493. 
Revision of FR Notice Published 
07/11/2008: Correction to Title. 

EIS No. 20080266, Final Supplement, 
DOE, NV, Geologic Repository for the 
Disposal of Spent Nuclear Fuel and 
High-Level Radioactive Waste, 
Construction, Operation, Monitoring 
and Eventually Closing a Geologic 
Repository DOE/EIS–0250F–S1D) at 
Yucca Mountain, Nye County, NV, 
Wait Period Ends: 08/11/2008, 
Contact: Dr. Jane R. Summerson 702– 
794–1493. Revision FR Notice 
Published 07/11/2008: Correction to 
Title. 
Dated: July 15, 2008. 

Robert W. Hargrove, 
Director, NEPA Compliance Division, Office 
of Federal Activities. 
[FR Doc. E8–16473 Filed 7–17–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION 

Notice of Public Information 
Collection(s) Being Reviewed by the 
Federal Communications Commission, 
Comments Requested 

July 11, 2008. 
SUMMARY: The Federal Communications 
Commission, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork burdens, 
invites the general public and other 
Federal agencies to take this 
opportunity to comment on the 
following information collection(s), as 
required by the Paperwork Reduction 
Act of 1995 (PRA), Public Law No. 104– 
13. An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid 
control number. Subject to the PRA, no 
person shall be subject to any penalty 
for failing to comply with a collection 
of information that does not display a 
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to be placed on the mailing list should 
also be sent to this address. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Questions about the proposed action 
and EIS/EIR should be addressed to Ms. 
Elizabeth Holland at (916) 557–6763, e- 
mail 
Elizabeth.g.holland@usace.army.mil or 
by mail (see ADDRESSES). 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

1. Proposed Action. The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers is preparing an EIS/ 
EIR to analyze the impacts of the work 
proposed by SAFCA to implement the 
NLIP Phase 3. The NLIP Phase 3 is 
proposed by SAFCA to reduce the risk 
of flooding to portions of the City and 
County of Sacramento and Sutter 
County, CA lying within the Natomas 
Basin. 

2. Alternatives. The EIS/EIR will 
address an array of flood risk 
management alternatives. Alternatives 
analyzed during the investigation will 
consist of a combination of one or more 
flood protection measures. These 
measures include raising the existing 
levee in place, constructing seepage 
berms, constructing adjacent setback 
levees, installing seepage wells and 
seepage cutoff walls, and relocating 
irrigation ditches. 

3. Scoping Process. a. A public 
scoping meeting will be held on August 
6, 2008 to present information to the 
public and to receive comments from 
the public. This meeting will begin a 
process to involve concerned 
individuals, and local, State, and 
Federal agencies. 

b. Significant issues to be analyzed in 
depth in the EIS/EIR include effects on 
hydraulic, wetlands and other waters of 
the U.S., vegetation and wildlife 
resources, special-status species, 
cultural resources, land use, fisheries, 
water quality, air quality, transportation, 
and socioeconomics. The EIS/EIR will 
also evaluate the cumulative effects of 
the proposed NLIP and other related 
projects in the study area. 

c. The Corps is consulting with the 
State Historic Preservation Officer to 
comply with the National Historic 
Preservation Act, and with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service to provide a Fish 
and Wildlife Coordination Act Report. 

d. A 45-day public review period will 
be provided for individuals and 
agencies to review and comment on the 
draft EIS/EIR. All interested parties are 
encouraged to respond to this notice 
and provide a current address if they 
wish to be notified of the draft EIS/EIR 
circulation. 

4. Availability. The draft EIS/EIR is 
scheduled to be available for public 
review and comment in late 2008. 

Dated: July 9, 2008 
Thomas Chapman, 
P.E., COL, EN, Commanding. 
[FR Doc. E8–16445 Filed 7–17–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3710–EZ–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Department of the Army; Corps of 
Engineers 

Notice of Availability of a 
Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement/ Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report (SEIS/ 
SEIR) for the Port of Los Angeles 
Channel Deepening Project, Los 
Angeles, CA 

AGENCY: Department of the Army, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, DOD. 
ACTION: Notice of availability. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Los Angeles District (USACE) 
and the Los Angeles Harbor Department 
(Port) have prepared a joint 
Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement/Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report (SEIS/SEIR) for the Port 
of Los Angeles Channel Deepening 
Project, Los Angeles, California. This 
Draft SEIS/SEIR describes the affected 
resources and evaluates the potential 
impacts to those resources as a result of 
the Proposed Action and alternatives. 
The purpose of the Proposed Action is 
to dispose of approximately 3.0 million 
cubic yards of dredge material required 
to complete the Channel Deepening 
Project and to beneficially reuse the 
dredge material within the Port of Los 
Angeles. 

Three Alternatives have been 
analyzed in the Draft SEIS/SEIR, 
including No Action. Alternative 1, Port 
Development and Environmental 
Enhancement was developed with a 
focus on using dredge material for port 
development and environmental 
enhancement and would involve use 
and development of the following 
disposal sites: Berths 243–245, the 
Northwest Slip, CSWH Expansion, the 
Eelgrass Habitat Area, and LA–2. 
Alternative 2, Environmental 
Enhancement and Ocean Disposal was 
developed with a focus on 
environmental enhancement related 
uses of the remaining material and does 
not include any disposal options 
associated with port development. 
Under Alternative 2, dredge material 
would be disposed at the CSWH 
Expansion, Eelgrass Habitat Area, LA–2 
and the Anchorage Road Soil Storage 
Site. Under Alternative 3, the No Action 
Alternative, no further dredging would 

take place and the Channel Deepening 
Project would not be completed. 

This Notice also serves as the Public 
Notice/Notice of Availability for the 
Section 404 Permit under Clean Water 
Act (CWA). A preliminary application 
has been received for a Department of 
the Army permit for the activity 
described herein. The Corps is 
considering an application submitted by 
the Port for a permit, in accordance with 
Section 404 of the CWA and Section 10 
of the Rivers and Harbors Act, to 
complete dredging activities outside of 
the Federal Channel and placement of 
the dredge material in waters of the 
United States in the Port of Los Angeles. 

This SEIS/SEIR would be used by the 
Corps as part of their application review 
process. The Corps and the Port 
independently determined under the 
National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) and the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
respectively, that there are potential 
significant environmental impacts 
associated with the proposed action, 
and an Environmental Impact Statement 
and Environmental Impact Report are 
required. 

DATES: Submit comments on or before 
September 1, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Los Angeles District, CESPL– 
PD–RN, c/o Joy Jaiswal, P.O. Box 
532711, Los Angeles, CA 90053–2325. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 
Joy Jaiswal, Chief, Ecosystem Planning 
Section, at (213) 452–3851 or e-mail at 
Jyotsna.I.Jaiswal@usace.army.mil. 
Additional Information: This Draft 
SEIS/SEIR has been filed with the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
to be published in the Federal Register 
and is available for a forty-five (45) day 
public review period. The public review 
period for the Draft SEIS/EIR will be 
from July 18, 2008 to September 1, 2008. 
Please forward your comments on the 
Draft SEIS/SEIR by mail, email, or fax to 
the contacts listed below by September 
1, 2008. 
Ms. Joy Jaiswal, Chief, Ecosystem 

Planning Section, Attn: Ms. Megan 
Wong, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
P.O. Box 532711, Los Angeles, 
California 90053–2325, Fax: (213) 
452–4204, Megan.T.Wong@
usace.army.mil; or 

Dr. Ralph Appy, Los Angeles Harbor 
Department (LAHD), 425 South Palos 
Verdes Street, San Pedro, CA 90731. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

1. Authorization 

The Port of Los Angeles Channel 
Deepening Project was authorized for 
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construction by the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2000. Construction 
began in October 2002 and is currently 
continuing using previously approved 
disposal areas. 

2. Background 
The City of Los Angeles Harbor 

Department (LAHD) administers the 
Port of Los Angeles. The Port comprises 
45 kilometers (28 miles) of waterfront 
and 3,035 hectares (7,500 acres) of land 
and water. LAHD administers 
automobile, container, omni, lumber, 
cruise ship, liquid and dry bulk 
terminals, and commercial fishing 
facilities. For recreational activities the 
Port of Los Angeles provides slips for 
5,000 pleasure craft, sport fishing boats, 
and charter vessels. Community 
facilities include a water front youth 
center, a boat launch ramp, and a public 
swimming beach. Educational facilities 
include the Cabrillo Marine Aquarium 
and the Los Angeles Maritime Museum. 

This SEIS/SEIR is a supplement to the 
2000 SEIS/SEIR that was prepared for 
the Channel Deepening Project, which 
was a supplement to the 1998 Channel 
Deepening Project EIR and the 1992 
Deep Draft Navigation Improvements 
Project EIS/EIR the modifications 
required to complete disposal of 
dredged material from the authorized 
project. This SEIS/SEIR addresses 
impacts associated with providing 
additional disposal capacity of 
approximately 3 mcy required to 
complete the Channel Deepening 
Project. Additional disposal capacity is 
required to complete the deepening of 
the navigation channel and berthing 
areas to ¥53 feet Mean Lower Low 
Water (MLLW) at container terminals 
along the deepened channel and the 
removal of dredge material that was 
temporarily used as surcharge at the 
Southwest Slip. This project meets a 
public need for safe and efficient 
commercial navigation. 

3. Hearing Process 
The Corps Los Angeles District and 

the Los Angeles Harbor Department 
(LAHD or Port) will jointly conduct a 
Public Hearing for the Port of Los 
Angeles Channel Deepening Project, Los 
Angeles, California Draft SEIS/SEIR on 
August 6, 2008 at 6:30 p.m., to receive 
public comment and assess public 
concerns regarding the Draft SEIS/SEIR 
(Corps File Number 2008–00662–AOA). 
Participation in the Public Hearing by 
Federal, State and local agencies and 
other interested organizations and 
persons are encouraged. This meeting is 
to be conducted in English and Spanish. 
Members of the public who wish to 
communicate and listen entirely in 

Spanish are encouraged to attend this 
meeting. The Public Hearing will be 
held at: Banning’s Landing Community 
Center, 100 East Water Street, 
Wilmington, CA 90744. 

4. Availability of the Draft SEIS/SEIR 

a. The Draft SEIS/SEIR for the 
Proposed Action is being distributed 
directly to agencies, organizations, and 
interested groups and persons for 
comment during the 45-day formal 
review period in accordance with 
Section 15087 of the State CEQA 
Guidelines and 40 CFR Section 1506.10 
of the CEQ NEPA Regulations. During 
the 45-day public review period, which 
begins on July 18, 2008 and ends on 
September 1, 2008, the Draft SEIS/SEIR 
is available for general public review at 
the following locations: 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los 

Angeles District, Environmental 
Resources Branch, 915 Wilshire Blvd., 
14th Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90053 

Los Angeles Public Library, San Pedro 
Branch, 921 South Gaffey Street, San 
Pedro, CA 90731 

Los Angeles Public Library, Central 
Branch, 630 West 5th Street, Los 
Angeles, CA 90071 

Port of Los Angeles, Environmental 
Management Division, 425 South 
Palos Verdes Street, San Pedro, CA 
90731 

Los Angeles Public Library, Wilmington 
Branch, 1300 North Avalon 
Boulevard, Wilmington, CA 90744 
b. Participation of affected Federal, 

State, and local resource agencies, and 
concerned interest groups/individuals 
are encouraged on the Draft SEIS/SEIR 
during the public review period. Public 
participation will be especially 
important in receiving input on 
environmental analysis for the Proposed 
Action, and associated Alternatives in 
finalizing the SEIS/SEIR. Those wishing 
to provide comments relevant to the 
environmental or social impacts that 
should be included or considered in 
updating the environmental analysis 
can furnish this information by writing 
to the point of contact indicated above. 

c. The Final SEIS/SEIR document will 
incorporate public concerns in the 
analysis of impacts associated with the 
Proposed Action and associated project 
alternatives. The Final SEIS/SEIR will 
address the comments received on the 
Draft SEIS/SEIR. In compliance with 
NEPA, the Final SEIS/SEIR will be sent 
out for a 30-day public review period. 
Copies of the Final SEIS/SEIR will be 
furnished to all who commented on the 
Draft SEIS/SEIR and to anyone who 
requests a copy. The final step involves 
preparing and signing a Record of 

Decision (ROD) by lead Federal Agency 
for the Federal SEIS. The lead CEQA 
agency certifies the SEIR and adopts a 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Plan. The ROD is a concise summary of 
the decisions made by the USACE from 
among the alternatives presented in the 
Final SEIS/SEIR. A certified SEIR 
indicates that the environmental 
document adequately assesses the 
environmental impacts of the proposed 
project with respect to CEQA. Any 
required permit would be issued 
concurrently or soon after the issuance 
of the ROD. 

Dated: July 9, 2008. 
Anthony G. Reed, 
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army, Deputy 
District Commander. 
[FR Doc. E8–16458 Filed 7–17–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3710–KF–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Department of the Army; Corps of 
Engineers 

Intent To Prepare a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement for 
Potential Multipurpose Projects for 
Ecosystem Restoration, Flood Risk 
Management, and Recreation 
Development Within and Along 
Johnson Creek, Arlington, Tarrant 
County, TX 

AGENCY: Department of the Army, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, DoD. 
ACTION: Notice of intent. 

SUMMARY: The study is being conducted 
in response to the authority contained 
in the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2008. Pertinent text is quoted below: 

SEC. 117. JOHNSON CREEK, ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The project for flood 
damage reduction, environmental restoration 
and recreation, Johnson Creek, Arlington, 
Texas, authorized by section 101(b)(14) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1999 
(113 Stat. 280–281) is modified to authorize 
the Secretary to construct the project 
substantially in accordance with the report 
entitled Johnson Creek: A Vision of 
Conservation, dated March 30, 2006, at a 
total cost of $80,000,000, with an estimated 
Federal cost of $52,000,000 and an estimated 
non-Federal cost of $28,000,000 if the 
Secretary determines that the project is 
technically sound and environmentally 
acceptable. 

An initial assessment based on the 
authority indicates that the 
modifications outlined within the report 
‘‘Johnson Creek: A Vision of 
Conservation’’ require preparation of a 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) to review the project proposal 
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Office of the Chief

Planning Division

Mr. Jim Bartel
Field Supervisor
u.s. Fish and Wildlife Service
Attn: Ms. Chris Medak
6010 Hidden Valley Rd.
Carlsbad, CA 92009

Dear Mr. Bartel:

Pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16
U.S.C.A. §§1531 et seq.) the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and the Los

Angeles Harbor Department (LAHD) request initiation ofinfonnal consultation (50 CFR

§402.14) concerning a Federal action which may affect individual California least tern
(Sternula antillarum browni); California brown pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis
californicus) and western snowy plover (Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus) for the Port of
Los Angeles Channel Deepening Project. This Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement/Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIS/SEIR) is a supplement to

the Channel Deepening Project SEIS/EIR (2000) and addresses impacts related to the
modifications required to complete disposal of dredged material from the authorized
project. The California least tern and California brown pelican are endangered under
Federal and State listing; the western snowy plover is a federally threatened species and
special concern species for the State.

The Draft SEIS/SEIR describes the affected resources and evaluates the potential
impacts to those resources as a result of the Proposed Action and alternatives. The
purpose of the Proposed Action is to dispose of approximately 3.0 million cubic yards of
dredge material required to complete the Channel Deepening Project and to beneficially
reuse the dredge material within the Port of Los Angeles (Port).

Three alternatives, including the No Action Alternative, have been analyzed in the

Draft SEIS/SEIR. Alternative I, Port Development and Environmental Enhancement,
was developed with a focus on using dredge material for port development and

environmental enhancement and would involve use and development of the following
disposal sites: Berths 243-245, the Northwest Slip, Cabrillo Shallow Water Habitat
(CSWH) Expansion, the Eelgrass Habitat Area, and LA-2. Alternative 2, Environmental

Enhancement and Ocean Disposal, was developed with a focus on environmental

enhancement uses of the remaining material and does not include any disposal options
associated with port development. Under Alternative 2, dredge material would be

disposed at the CSWH Expansion, Eelgrass Habitat Area, LA-2 and the Anchorage Road

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
LOS ANGELES DISTRICT CORPS Of ENGINEERS

P.O. BOX 532711

LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 90053-2325
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Soil Storage Site. Under Alternative 3, the No Action Alternative, no further dredging

would take place and the Channel Deepening Project would not be completed. Full

descriptions of each alternative are

Fonnal and infonnal coordination with the USFWS has been ongoing since July 2005.

Conversations ranged widely over disposal options being considered to complete the
Channel Deepening Project, conceptual alternatives, concepts for expansion of the

Cabrillo Shallow Water Habitat and creation of a Bird Island Nesting Area. Mr. Jack

Fancher, of your staff, had provided input on developing design for the Eelgrass Habitat
Area including depth of water, dike width, slope, and type of rocks to be used for dike

construction. Discussion also occurred over obtaining Coordination Act Report and

Infonnal Consultation for the least tern.

A meeting was held on March 11, 2008 with Ms. Christine Medak of USFWS, along

with other concerned resource agencies to brief new members of the Proposed Action and

proposed alternatives. Extensive coordination occurred with the USFWS and California
Department ofFish and Game (CDFG) to develop mitigation measures to minimize/off-

set impacts to the federally listed species California least tern. USFWS, USACE and

LADH negotiated mitigation measures to minimize impacts to California least tern,

which are located in Section 3.3.8 of the Draft SEIS/SEIR (also see detail coordination in
Section 1.12 of the Draft SEIS/EIR) and listed later in this letter.

In May 2008, USACE coordinated with Ms. Medak, and Ms. Loni Adams and Ms.

Becky Ota of CDFG in response to the Daft CAR. CDFG indicated that they would

provide comments on the Draft CAR after release of the public Draft SEIS/SEIR. The

USACE will submit a request for informal ESA Section 7 Consultation upon release of

the Draft SEIS/SEIR and a copy of this request will be provided to CDFG. The CDFG

will provide response along with the Draft SEIS/SEIR related to Section 7 Consultation.

Coordination with other resource agencies is ongoing. The USACE and LAHD have
conducted extensive coordination with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration Fisheries (NOAA) in developing the CSWH Expansion Area, Eelgrass

Habitat and impacts to Essential Fish Habitat (EFH). The USACE will coordinate with

the NOAA Fisheries on our determination on EFH for placement of fill for construction

of the Eelgrass Habitat Area.

Sections 3.3.6 and 3.3.7 of the Draft SEIS/SEIR provides detail related to impact
analysis and mitigation measures of the federally and state listed species for Alternative

1, and 2, respectively. Impacts from the construction of landfills at Berths 243-245 and

the Northwest Slip would be less than significant because no individuals or habitat for the
California least tern or other special status species would be adversely affected. Dredging
for the CSWH Expansion Area dike would also have less than significant impacts on
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these species because the
few, if any individuals.

Construction in the immediate vicinity of the CSWH for construction of the CSWH

Expansion Area and Eelgrass Habitat Area has the potential to adversely affect California
least tern foraging by causing a decline in the availability of forage fish or the ability of
least terns to find forage fish during the nesting season due to construction-related

turbidity within the adjacent CSWH and surrounding areas. Construction would affect

approximately 13 acres (2.5 percent) of the 512 acres of existing shallow water California
least tern foraging habitat available within the Harbor at any time during concurrent

construction of the CSWH Expansion Area and Eelgrass Habitat Area. Thus, impacts

would be less than significant. Nevertheless, based on coordination with USFWS, to
ensure that construction-related turbidity would not adversely affect California least tern,

mitigation measures BIO-l through BIO-3 would be implemented and provided in the

following paragraph. Based on this impact analysis it has been determined that the
Proposed Action may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect, the California least tern.

Mitigation Measures:

MM BIO-I Limit Turbidity Plume. Unless specifically allowed by the USFWS, as

appropriate, the LAHD/USACE shall not allow turbidity from the dredge and fill

activities to extend over greater than 6.S-acres of shallow (i.e., less than 20 feet deep)
Outer Harbor waters during the April-to-September nesting season of the California least
tern. This requirement shall be monitored as provided for in measure 810-2 below and
shall be based on visually observed differences between ambient surface water conditions
and any dredging turbidity plume.

MM 810-2 Least Tern Nesting Monitoring. The LAHD/USACE shall provide a
qualified least tern biologist, acceptable to the USFWS and CDFG, as appropriate, to
monitor and manage known least tern colonies foraging in the immediate vicinity of the
existing Cabrillo Shallow Water Habitat during the nesting season. This program shall be
carried out for up to one year following construction of the last element of the Port of Los

Angeles Channel Deepening Project. The biologist shall coordinate with CDFG and

USFWS, pursuant to the existing least tern MOA (LAHD et al. 2006) and shall:

a) Monitor nesting and fledgling success of the least tern colony and provide an annual
report in the format provided in previous years.

b) Provide an education program for construction crews regarding the identity of the

least tern and their nests, restricted areas and activities, actions to be taken if least tern
nesting sites are found outside the designated least tern nesting sites (e.g. Southwest Slip
surcharge area).

c) Assist the USFWS and CDFG in predator control, prior to and during the least tern

nesting season during the construction period.
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d) Visually monitor and report to USACE field representative and Environmental
Resources Branch (ERB) biologist any turbidity from project dredging which extends

over greater than 6.S-acres of shallow Outer Harbor waters.

MM BI0-3 Protect Least Tern Nesting Sites. IfCalifomia least tern nests are found

outside of the known least tern colonies during construction, the biologist shall detennine
the affected area and notify the USACE field representative and Environmental
Resources Branch (ERB) biologist, and USACE shall halt work as appropriate. The
USACE shall notify the USFWS and CDFG immediately. The USACE will then

detennine any potential effect to the tern and consult with the USFWS pursuant to

Section 7 of the ESA as appropriate.

Residual Impacts. Impacts to special status species, including California least tern,
would be less than significant.

Implementation of Alternative 2 would result in the same type and extent of

development at the CSWH Expansion Area and the Eelgrass Habitat Area disposal

locations as described for Alternative 1.

Impacts of constructing Alternative 2 would have less than significant impacts to the
least tern and other special status species. Based on this impact analysis it has been
determined that the Proposed Action may affect but is not likely to adversely affect the
California least tern.

Demolition of the existing in-water structures, dredging for the containment dike
foundation, and construction of the CDF at Berths 243-245 would not remove any

important foraging, roosting, or resting areas for the California brown pelican. Few, if

any, individuals use this area, and any present would avoid the disturbance by moving to
other locations within the Harbor. Similar activities would occur at the Northwest Slip fill
disposal site with little or no effect on this species for the same reasons.

Constroction activities for the CSWH Expansion Area and Eelgrass Habitat Area

would affect a small amount of foraging area in the Outer Harbor at a time over a period

of more than one year. As described for the California least tern, some of the fish in the

work area would move to adjacent areas and be available to foraging brown pelicans
while some fish would remain within the turbidity plume with reduced availability.

California brown pelicans forage over both shallow and deep water inside and outside the

Harbor, and the small area affected by constroction at these two disposal sites would not

limit their foraging. Roosting areas on the breakwaters would not be affected by
constroction activities due to distance (more than 1.0 mi [1.6 kInD from the Middle

Breakwater. This species appears to have adapted to harbor activities because there has
been no decline in abundance as harbor activity has increased Disposal of 0.004 mcyof

material at the LA-2 ocean site would not adversely affect the brown pelican because

few, if any, individuals would be present at this location, which is located approximately
5.8 miles offshore. Any pelicans that are present could avoid the small area of
disturbance during each disposal event (approximately three barges per day).
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Once construction is complete, California brown pelicans would be able to forage in

the area and could use the dike around the Eelgrass Habitat Area for resting and roosting.
No critical habitat has been designated for the California brown pelican, so none would

be affected by the Proposed Action. Impacts to the California brown pelican would be
less than significant because foraging would not be adversely affected.

Western snowy plovers are not known to nest in the Harbor, so no nesting would be
affected by the Proposed Action. A few individuals stop at the California least tern

nesting area during migration and some use Cabrillo Beach during the winter. Neither of

the locations would be directly or indirectly affected by construction activities associated
with the Proposed Action therefore there would be no effects to the western snowy

plover. This species does not use open ocean habitats such as at the LA-2 disposal site,
and disposal of dredged material at this site would not affect the species. No designated

critical habitat for the species is located within the Harbor, and thus, none would be
affected by the Proposed Action.

We request that the USFWS coordinate with the CDFG related to their Coordination

Act Report (CAR) and our detennination to the federally and state listed species. Should

you have any questions, please contact any of the contacts listed below.

U.S. Annv Corns of Enmneers:
Ms. Joy Jaiswal, Chief of Ecosystem Planning Section, at (213) 452-3851
Ms. Megan Wong, Environmental Coordinator, at (213) 452-3859

Los An2eles Harbor DeDartment
Mr. John Foxworthy, Project Manager, Channel Deepening Project, at (310) 521-1306
Dr. Ralph Appy, Director, Environmental Management Division, at (310) 732-3497.

Your timely response to our detennination on the federally listed species within
30-days to complete the Infonnal Section 7 Consultation is appreciated. Your timely

response will be included in the Final SEIS/EIR. Ms. Christine Medak of your staff was

of great assistance in developing mitigation measures to minimize/avoid impacts to the
concerned species.

Enclosures

August 5, 2008
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"s::..2~ . ~~
Chief, Planning Division
U.S. Amly Corps of Engineers
Los Angeles District





United States Department of the Interior

In Reply Refer To:
FWS-LA-08B0378-0810849

Colonel Thomas H. Magness, IV
District Engineer
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
Los Angeles District
P.O. Box 532111
Los Angeles, California 90053-2325

Attn: Joy Jaiswal, Chief of Ecosystem Planning Section, Los Angeles District

Subj: Informal Section 7 Consultation on Port of Los Angeles Channel Deepening Project, City
of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, California

Dear Colonel Magness,

This letter is in response to your letter, dated August 5, 2008, requesting concurrence that the
proposed Port of Los Angeles Channel Deepening Project, City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles
County, California, is not likely to adversely affect the federally endangered California least tern
(Sterna antillarum browni), and would not affect the federally endangered brown pelican
(Pelecanus occidentalis) and federally threatened western snowy plover (Charadrius
alexandrinus nivosus). Based on our review of the information provided in your letter and the
draft supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for the subject project (dSEIS, July 2008),
we concur with your determination regarding project effects to listed species.

The proposed project would provide additional disposal capacity for approximately 3.0 million
cubic yards (mcy) of sediments that require removal from the main channel and adjacent berth
areas of Los Angeles Harbor to complete the Channel Deepening Project. Six optional disposal
sites have been identified in the dSEIS including an 8-acre landfill at Berths 243-245 (0.368
mcy), a 5-acre landfill at Northwest Slip (0.128 mcy), expansion of the Cabrillo Shallow Water
Habitat by approximately 50 acres (1.700 mcy), creation of the 40-acre Eelgrass Habitat Area
(0.800 mcy), storage of contaminated sediments at the Anchorage Road Soil Storage Site (0.080
mcy), and disposal of remaining material at LA-2 (a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency-
approved ocean disposal site-).

As your letter confinns, we have been infonnally consulting on the proposed project with your
agency and the local sponsor, the Los Angeles Harbor Department, since July, 2005. We issued
a draft Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act Report (draft CAR) for the project in May 2008 and
expect to complete a Final CAR very soon. Our recommendations for avoiding impacts to listed

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ecological Services

Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office
60 I 0 Hidden Valley Road, Suite 101

Carlsbad, California 92011
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Colonel Thomas H. Magness, IV (FWS-LA-O8BO378-08IO849)

species have been incorporated into the dSEIS. Therefore, provided the project is implemented
as described in the dSEIS, no federally listed species are anticipated to be adversely affected.

With our concurrence, the interagency consultation requirements of section 7 of the Act have
been satisfied. Although our concurrence ends infonnal consultation, obligations under section 7
of the Act shall be reconsidered if(l) new infonnation reveals effects of the agency action that
may affect listed species or critical habitat in a manner or to an extent not previously considered,
(2) this action is subsequently modified in a manner that was not considered in this assessment,
or (3) a new species is listed or critical habitat designated that may be affected by the action.

In addition, as requested in your letter, we coordinated with the California Department ofFish
-and Game{DepartmeRt),regarding-5pocies ofGOOGem-to-tIle-smte (ioe.,Galifcmia l@astt@m, -

brown pelican, and western snowy plover). The Department did not provide any additional
recommendations at this time (Loni Adams, Department, personal communication to C. Medak,
Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office, September 16, 2008).

We appreciate your coordination on the above project. If you have any questions regarding this
letter, please contact Christine Medak of my staff at (760) 431-9440 x298.

cc:
Kat Prickett, Los Angeles Harbor Department, Los Angeles
Loni Adams, California Department ofFish and Game, San Diego
Bryant £h~y, National Oceanic andAtmoS:Pheric Administration, bong

2

Sincerely.

~~~~~ (fdJ)
Karen A. Goebel
Assistant Field Supervisor

Beach





From: Loni Adams [mailto:ladams@dfg.ca.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, October 16, 2008 5:59 PM 
To: Christine_Medak@fws.gov 
Cc: Wong, Megan T SPL 
Subject: LA Channel Deepening Supplemental DEIR/DEIS and Draft Coordination 
Act Report 
 
Dear Ms. Medak: 
 
I am sending you this e‐mail in response to your request to the Department of 
Fish and Game (Department) for concurrence regarding the subject project. 
The Department has reviewed the subject documents and does not have any 
objections to the project or the draft CAR as proposed.  This position is 
predicated on the successful completion of all mitigation measures and 
monitoring requirements as they relate to impacts from dredging and the 
Cabrillo shallow water habitat expansion.  If you have any questions please 
contact me at 858‐627‐3985. 
 
Loni Adams 
Environmental Scientist 
Department of Fish and Game 
Marine Region 
4949 Viewridge Ave. 
San Diego, CA 92123 
 
Office: 858‐627‐3985 
Cell: 858‐750‐8803 
Fax: 858‐467‐4299 
 
 
 



Office of the Chief
Planning Division

Mr. Peter Douglas
Executive Director
California Coastal Commission
Attn: Mr. Larry Simon
45 Fremont, Suite 2000
San Francisco, California 9410S

Dear Mr. Douglas:

The U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers (Corps) submitted a Coastal Consistency Detennination
(CCD) (CD-046-O8) for the Port of Los Angeles, Channel Deepening Project, Los Angeles,
California, and the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and Environmental
Impact Report (EIS/EIR) for your review and consideration during the month of July 2008. The
Corps and the Port of Los Angeles (port) have been coordinating with your staff, Mr. Larry
Simon, related to this subject matter.

By letter dated September 22,2008, the Corps requested postponement of the public hearing
until November 2008. All correspondence related to the postponement are on file at the Corps
Los Angeles District office. The Corps and Port have since reviewed the comments received on
the public review Draft Supplemental EIS/EIR. Based on the public comments, the disposal
options may be modified. Therefore, the Corps is requesting another postponement of the public
hearing for the CD-046-08 until February 2009. The Corps and Port staff have infonnally
coordinated with Mr. Simon related to this subject matter. The Corps will provide details of the
modified disposal options and related environmental resources evaluation to Mr. Simon during
the month of November 2008 and December 2008, respectively. The Corps and Port will
continue to coordinate with Mr. Simon and provide updated infonnation for your report
preparation.

We greatly appreciate your support and the coordination provided by Mr. Simon. If you have
any questions regarding this project, please contact Ms. Joy Jaiswal, Chief of Ecosystem
Planning Section, at (213) 452-3851, or Ms. Megan Wong, Project Biologist, at (213) 452-3859,

DEP ARTMENT OF THE ARMY
LOS ANGElES DlSTRCT CORPS Of ENGINEERS

P.O.eoX532711
LOS ANGaes. CALFo.-.IA ~2325

November 3, 2008



or Mr. John Foxworthy, Port Project Manager, at (310) 732-3571.
attention to this request.

-2- November 3, 2008

Thank you for your time and

Sincerely,

,'/~ II f!!7
l~~h~n~. Axt, Pill
Chief, Planning Division



Office of the Chief
Planning Division

Mr. Peter Douglas
Executive Director
California Coastal Commission
A TTN: Mr. Larry Simon
45 Fremont, Suite 2000
San Francisco, California 94105

Dear Mr. Douglas:

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) submitted a Coastal Consistency Determination
(CCD) and the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and Environmental Impact
Report (EIS/EIR.) for the Port of Los Angeles, Channel Deepening Project, Los Angeles,
California, for your review and consideration during the month of July 2008. The Corps and the
Port of Los Angeles (port) have been coordinating with you related to the subject matter. In
reference to the letter dated November 3,2008, the Corps requested postponement of the public
hearing for the CD-046-08 until February 2008.

On December 15,2008, the Corps and the Port met with Mr. Larry Simon of your staff to
provide an update to the Administrative Preliminary Final Supplemental EIS/EIR for the
Channel Deepening Project. The Port is in the process of adopting a Port Master Plan
Amendment for the Channel Deepening Project. We hereby request that the Coastal
Commission consider the adopted Port Master Plan Amendment and the Coastal Consistency
Determination for the Channel Deepening Project at its meeting in June 2009. The Corps
extends the statutory time deadline for Commission action on CD-046-08 to June 12,2009.

The Corps and Port will continue to coordinate with Mr. Simon and provide updates on the
project's progress. We greatly appreciate your support and the coordination provided by
Mr. Simon. If you have any questions regarding this project, please contact Ms. Joy Jaiswal,
Chief of the Ecosystem Planning Section, at (213) 452-3851, or Ms. Megan Wong, Project
Environmental Coordinator, at (213) 452-3859, or Mr. John Foxworthy, Port Project Manager, at
(310) 521-1306.

Thank you for your time

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
LOS ANGELES DISTRK:T CORPS OF ENGINEERS

P.O.~X532711
LOS ANGELES. CAl~ ~2325

February 4,2009

and attentionto this request.

Sincerely,

t(Ji;'/,.

Josephine R. Axt, Pill
Chief, Planning Division
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Office of the Chief
Planning Division

Ms. Tracy Egoscue
Executive Officer
California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Los Angeles Region
Attention: Mr. Michael Lyons
320 West Fourth Street, Suite 200
Los Angeles, California 90013

Dear Ms. Egoscue:

The U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers (USACE) and the Los Angeles Harbor Department
(LAHD) previously requested a joint Section 401 Water Quality Certification (WQC) for the
Proposed Port of Los Angeles Channel Deepening Project in a letter dated July 31, 2008
(enclosure).

Through informal coordination with Mr. Michael Lyons of your staff, the USACE and the
LAHD understand that the Regional Water Quality Control Board will issue a Waste Discharge
Requirement (WDR) to the LAHD for the project and the US ACE will be listed as the co-
applicant. The WDR will cover the Section 401 Water Quality Certification. The USACE and
the LAHD will follow the conditions identified in the WDR during construction.

The LAHD will be submitting the application to the RWQCB prior to 90 days of the project
construction. Construction is expected to begin in October 2009.

Should you have any questions, please contact Ms. Joy Jaiswal, Chief of Ecosystem Planning
Section, at (213) 452-3851 or Ms. Megan Wong, Environmental Coordinator, at (213) 452-3859.

Sincerely,

Enclosure

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
LOS ANGELES DISTRICT CORPS Of ENGINEERS

PO BOX 532711
LOS ANGELES, CAlFORNIA ~

March20, 2009

-:;,. ~ Ax!, ~
Chief, Planning Divisionlanning
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Figure 2 
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Figure 3 
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Appendix J.



Agency Coordination





U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Notice of Availability (NOA) (July 8, 2008)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency transmittal for publishing NOA in Federal Register (July 8, 2008)

Interested Parties NOA (July 8, 2008)

Transmittal to State Clearinghouse (July 11, 2008)

Notice of Completion to State Clearinghouse (July 11, 2008)

Federal Register Publishing (July 18, 2008)

Transmittal to California Coastal Commission (July 31, 2008)

Letter to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) (July 31, 2008)

Letter to California Regional Water Quality Control Board July 31, 2008)

Letter to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (August 5, 2008)

Letter from California Coastal Commission to USACE (August 15, 2008)

Letter from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to USACE (September 19, 2008)

Letter to California Coastal Commission from USACE (September 23, 2008)

E-Mail to Department of Fish and Game (October 16, 2008)

Letter to California Coastal Commission from USACE November 3, 2008)

Letter to California Coastal commission from USACE (February 4, 2009)

Letter to State Historic Preservation Officer from USACE (March 16, 2009)

Letter to NOAA from USACE (March 19, 2009)

Letter to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service from USACE (March 19, 2009)

Letter to California Regional Water Quality Control Board from USACE (March 20, 2009)

Letter to USACE from Fish and Wildlife Service (March 26, 2009)



